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TO  THE 


PLYMPTON  ST.  MARY 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


For  the  Year  1909, 


Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  Public  Health  of  the  Plympton  St.  Mary  Rural 
District  for  the  year  1909. 

As  the  report  is,  not  only  for  your  own  information,  but  also  for 
that  of  the  County  Council  and  the  Local  Government  Board,  it 
will  necessarily  contain  various  statements  which  are  mere  repe¬ 
titions  of  former  reports,  or  which  may  appear  superfluous  to  you, 
but  yet  are  of  importance  to  those  who  have  to  derive  their 
knowledge  of  local  circumstances  and  questions  directly  from  this 
report.  It  will,  therefore,  be  arranged  on  the  basis  suggested  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  will  therefore  deal  with  the 
following  : — 
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(1)  The  physical  features  and  characters  of  the  District ;  and 

a  comprehensive  description  of  the  geology  for  which  I 
am  indebted  to  my  friend  R.  Hansford  Worth,  Esq.,  c.E.; 

(2)  The  water  supply  of  the  district  and  of  its  several  parts, 
and  the  condition  of  the  rivers  and  streams  ; 

(3)  The  sewrerage  and  drainage,  and  the  disposal  of  excre¬ 

ment  and  house  refuse  : 

(4)  The  house  accommodation,  especially  of  the  working 
classes ; 

(5)  The  milk  supply  and  its  control  ; 

(6)  The  vital  statistics  of  the  year  with  comparisons  between 

this  and  preceding  years  ; 

(7)  Notes  on  the  diseases  prevalent  during  the  year,  and  the 

means  adopted  for  dealing  especially  with  infectious 
diseases ; 

(8)  A  description  in  detail  of  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the 

particular  parishes  and  villages,  with  notes  on  the  work 
done  during  the  year,  and  on  what  is  wanted  in  the 
future.  This  section  should  be  read  and  compared  with 
the  report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  W.  E.  Horton  ; 

(9)  Notes  on  the  powers  possessed  and  exercised  by  you  over 

Buildings,  Slaughterhouses  ;  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops;  Bakehouses,  Factories,  and  Workshops  ;  and 
offensive  trades,  etc. 

(10)  The  conditions  of  the  Public  Elementary  Schools,  and 
measures  taken  to  safeguard  the  health  of  the  children 
therein. 
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In  the  table  of  statistics  it  will  be  noticed  that  1  have  estimated 
the  population  to  have  increased  from  last  year. 

A  reference  to  the  details  given  in  the  paragraphs  dealing  with 
each  parish  and  to  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  will  show 
that  much  valuable  work  has  been  done  especially  in  improving 
the  details  of  sanitary  accommodation. 

I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  two  of  the  great 
questions  to  which  the  Council  has  given  much  time  and  attention 
have,  during  the  year,  made  great  progress.  I  refer  to  the  scheme 
for  the  additional  Water  Supply  of  Plympton  and  Plymstock  which 
has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  for 
which  the  work  is  now  in  process  of  construction  ;  and  to  the 
scheme  for  the  Drainage  of  Elburton  which  has  now  been  sent  on 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  for  which  a  provisional 
purchase  of  the  necessary  land  has  been  completed.  I  hope  the 
coming  year  will  see  both  of  these  great  works  brought  to  a 
successful  opening. 

I  am  also  much  pleased  to  report  that  the  roads  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Budeaux,  which  have  for  so  long  been  in  such  an  unsatisfactory 
condition,  are  now  in  a  good  state. 

I  am  sorry  on  the  other  hand  to  have  to  record  that  the  pro¬ 
posed  scheme  of  Water  Supply  for  Newton  Ferrers  has  been 
negatived  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  I  refer  in  detail  to 
this  in  the  paragraph  relating  to  that  Parish. 

There  has  been  a  very  unfortunate  delay  in  the  completion  of 
the  revised  bye-laws.  I  cannot  too  strongly  impress  on  the 
Council  the  necessity  there  is  for  proceeding  with  this  work. 

I  also  wish  to  emphasize  the  desirability  of  having  complete 
plans  prepared  in  duplicate  of  all  existing  water  supplies  and 
drainage  schemes. 


8 


The  year  has  been  a  healthy  one,  as  will,  I  think,  be  proved  by 
a  reference  to  the  statistics  in  the  following  pages,  the  Death  rate 
being  the  lowest  recorded  during  my  tenure  of  office,  whilst  the 
record  of  work  done  is,  I  think,  one  on  which  the  Council  may  be 
congratulated.  For  the  valuable  assistance  you  always  give  me 
in  my  work,  I  wish  to  thank  you  all,  and  I  also  wish  to  express  my 
gratitude  to  your  Sanitary  Inspector — Mr.  W.  E,  Horton — for  the 
sustained  zeal  and  diligence  with  which  he  carries  out  his  duties. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  NOY  SCOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Epitome  of  the  more  Important  Work  and 
Features  of  the  Year. 


PLYMPTON  ST.  MARY  AND  PLYMSTOCK :  New  Scheme 
for  additional  water  from  Lee  Moor,  sanctioned  by 
Local  Government  Board. 

ST.  BUDEAUX:  Large  numbers  of  improvements  in  House 
Drainage.  Important  Improvements  in  Roads. 

EGG  BUCKLAND  :  New  Water  Scheme  completed  for 
Riverford. 

NEWTON  FERRERS  :  Water  Scheme  rejected  by  Local 
Government  Board. 

ERMINGTON  :  Construction  of  Drainage  scheme  for  Westlake. 

PLYMSTOCK:  Provisional  purchase  of  Field  for  Sewage  Scheme 
for  Elburton,  plans  for  which  have  been  sent  to  the 
Local  Government  Board. 


BIRTH  RATE:  Considerably  lower  than  last  year. 

DEATH  RATE  :  Lowest  on  record. 

INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE  :  Slightly  higher  than  last  year. 

ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE  :  Still  very  low. 

Increased  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  and  Cancer.  Con¬ 
siderable  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  in 
Plympton  St.  Maurice  and  Plympton  St.  Mary. 
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Annual  Report 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

For  the  Year  1909. 


^^HE  area  of  the  Plympton  St.  Mary  Rural  District  for  Sanitary 
purposes  is  73,426  acres,  of  which  174  is  inland  water. 

The  district  is  situated  at  the  extreme  west  of  the  South  Hams 
and  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  Dartmoor  and  the  River  Tavy ; 
on  tbe  South  by  the  English  Channel  and  the  Towns  of  Plymouth 
and  Devonport ;  on  the  West  by  Plymouth  Sound,  Plymouth, 
Devonport,  and  the  River  Tamar;  on  the  East  by  the  hilly  district 
of  the  South  Hams. 


From  the  hills  lying  on  the  East  and  North  there  are  a  series  of 
undulations,  running  mostly  towards  the  sea  on  the  South  and 
West,  and  along  the  valleys  thus  formed  are  the  Rivers  Erme, 
Yealm,  and  Plym,  with  their  tributaries. 

In  the  North  part  the  land  is  chiefly  moorland  and  contains 
valuable  china  clay  works.  The  remainder  of  the  district  is 
mainly  agricultural,  and  in  most  places  in  a  good  state  of  culti¬ 
vation.  The  surface  is  well  wooded. 


GEOLOGY  With  such  slight  exception  as  to  be  negligeable, 
the  w’hole  area  of  the  District  is  occupied  by  rocks  either  of  the 
Devonian  formation  or  by  Post-Caruoniferous  granite. 

The  Devonian  rocks  are  for  the  more  part  highly  cleaved  shales 
and  slates  with  some  grits  and  quartzites  and  a  less  quantity  of 
limestone.  Cotemporaneous  lavas  also  occur,  and  some  diabases. 
In  the  more  part  the  lavas  and  tuffs  have  also  taken  on  a  slaty 


cleavage,  and  are  best  described  as  schalsteins.  The  Soil, 
although  not  deep,  is  rich  and  fertile  ;  and  from  the  nature  of  the 
underlying  rocks,  which  are  not  only  highly  cleaved  but  almost 
always  of  loose  texture  near  the  surface,  the  soil  is  well  drained 
and  therefore  cold  wet  lands  are  rare. 

The  general  trend  of  the  various  rock  formation  is  from  west  to 
east,  with  a  slight  inclination  towards  the  north. 

The  granite  of  Dartmoor  lies  to  the  north,  and  the  exterior 
commons  in  the  parishes  of  Shaugh  Prior,  Cornwood,  and  Harford 
are  all  on  granite.  As  a  rule  the  cultivated  land  does  not  extend 
far  over  the  border  of  this  rock,  and  accordingly  the  population  is 
sparse  in  those  parts. 

The  parish  of  Dartmoor  extrudes  two  minor  bosses,  severed 
from  the  general  mass  at  Crownhill  Down  and  Hemerdon  Ball, 
and  around  these  as  well  as  on  the  border  of  the  main  boss  the 
sedimentary  rocks  have  been  subjected  to  contact  metamorphism 
and  altered  both  in  texture  and  mineral  composition.  The  only 
important  economic  product  of  their  alteration  is  a  banded  silicious 
rock  which  is  worked  for  road  metal. 

The  Granite  itself  is  however  of  very  considerable  importance, 
not  as  a  building  or  road  material,  although  to  a  small  extent  it  is 
so  utilized,  but  in  the  altered  condition  in  which  from  the  decom¬ 
position  of  its  felspar  it  becomes  the  source  from  which  China 
Clay  is  derived. 

In  the  parish  of  Shaugh  Prior  are  situated  Shaugh,  Wotter,  and 
Lee  Moor  Clay  works,  of  which  the  latter  is  by  far  the  most 
important,  and  it  produces  a  clay  of  the  highest  grade.  The  pit  is 
one  of  the  largest  in  Devon  and  Cornwall,  and  a  large  number  of 
men  are  employed  at  the  works.  In  connection  with  Lee  Moor 
is  another  important  work  at  Cholwich  Town,  in  the  parish  of 
Cornwood,  and  on  Crownhill  Down,  partly  in  the  same  parish,  and 
the  parish  of  Plympton  St.  Mary  are  several  other  China  Clay 
works. 


The  Limestone  runs  in  two  parallel  bands  separated  by  a  short 
interval  of  slate,  from  the  banks  of  the  Cattewater  and  the  Laira, 
due  east  to  East  Sherford,  in  the  parish  of  Brixton.  The  great 
bulk  of  this  mass  lies  in  the  parish  of  Plymstock,  where  there  are 
large  quarries  at  Turnchapel,  Hooe,  Oreston,  Pornphlett  and 
Billacombe,  and  smaller  ones  at  Elburton.  After  an  interval  of 
about  a  mile  a  small  body  of  Limestone  is  again  found  north  of 
Brixton  Church  and  extends  nearly  a  mile  eastwards;  south  of  this 
at  Kitley  is  another  mass,  and  then  occurs  the  Yealmpton  limestone 
lying  partly  in  the  parish  of  Yealmpton,  and  partly  in  the  parish 
of  Newton  Ferrers.  This  is  sub-divided  into  several  minor  parts 
and  extends  a  little  beyond  Yealmbridge.  Much  of  this  limestone 
is  used  for  building  purposes,  or  for  burning  into  lime.  The 
smoother  blocks  are  capable  of  taking  a  high  degree  of  polish 
and  are  then  very  beautiful. 

The  Grits  all  lie$  in  the  southern  part  of  the  district  and  are  best 
developed  at  Staddon  on  the  shore  of  Plymouth  Sound  where  they 
were  formerly  quarried  for  paving  purposes,  and  running  east¬ 
ward  from  this  point,  in  a  band  dimishing  from  nearly  a  mile  to 
a  little  over  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  width,  they  cease  before  reaching 
the  Yealm.  Commencing  again  at  Newton  Ferrers  as  quartzites, 
and  extending  in  somewhat  varying  constitution  from  the  east  bank 
of  the  Yealm  to  the  west  bank  of  the  Erme,  in  Holbeton,  the  belt 
averages  over  half-a-mile  in  width  from  north  to  south. 

Schalsteins  and  Tuffs  are  present  in  quantity  to  the  north  of 
Plymouth,  in  the  parishes  of  Compton  Gifford  and  Egg  Buckland; 
westward  they  extend  in  patches  through  Weston  Peverell  to 
Tamerton  Folliott  and  the  Tamar;  eastward  they  occur  in 
Plympton  St.  Mary.  A  long  course  of  these  volcanics  commences 
at  West  and  East  Sherfords  in  Brixton,  and  at  Brixton  Village,  and 
extends  eastwards  past  Lyneham  and  Yealmpton  in  two  belts,  of 
which  the  northern  reaches  and  passes  Ermington  and  extends 
northward  one  mile  in  width  to  West  Worthele;  and  the  southern, 
which  is  much  narrower,  passes  Yealmbridge  and  terminates  in  a 
fault  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Erme,  near  Hollowcombe 
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The  minor  features  of  the  geology  of  the  district  are  very 
intricate  but  have  small  bearing  on  the  distribution  of  the 
population  or  its  occupation  or  health.  There  are  practically  no 
mines.  The  local  clays  and  more  largely  the  soft  slaty  shales  are 
utilized  in  brick  manufacture  at  H'onicknovvle,  Compton  Gifford, 
and  Steer  Point. 

The  CLIMATE  is  mild  and  humid,  and  the  rainfall  abundant, 
but  no  official  meteorologicial  records  are  kept ;  I  am,  however, 
able  to  include  statements  as  to  the  rainfall  of  last  year  at  Langham 
Hill,  Ivybridge;  at  Wembury  House;  at  Holbeton ;  and  in 
Plymouth  ;  for  which  I  am  respectively  indebted  to  Miss  Glanville, 
R.  H.  Clay,  Esq.,  the  Rev.  E.  S.  Powell.,  and  Victor  Prigg,  Esq. 

The  WATER  SUPPLY.  The  district  contains  abundant  and 
satisfactory  water  in  the  shape  of  streams  and  springs,  but  these 
are  very  unequally  distributed,  and  therefore  some  of  the  villages — 
especially  in  the  Southern  part  of  the  district — are  so  far  from  them 
as  to  be  almost  entirely  dependent  upon  wells. 

The  water  is  derived  from  the  following  sources  : — 

(1)  Upland  surface  water  from  Dartmoor  and  similar  places, 

which,  collecting  in  small  streams  and  rivers,  yields  a 
plentiful  supply  of  good  and  pure  water  from  which  large 
public  supplies  could  be  obtained. 

(2)  Springs  and  deep  wells:  These  are  found  in  various 

localities,  and  yield  a  water  whose  quality  depends 
entirely  upon  the  particular  soil  in  which  the  well  is.  In 
the  limestone  district,  the  water  is  sometimes  very  hard 
from  dissolved  carbonate  and  sulphate  of  lime,  and 
except  for  the  hardness  the  water  is  good,  and,  generally 
speaking,  very  pure  :  i.e.,  free  from  organic  pollution. 

(3)  Shallow  wells  :  These  are  scattered  throughout  the  district 

and  very  largely  consist  of  mere  surface  water.  '1  hese 
wells  afford  a  water  which  may  be  good  or  bad,  according 
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lo  their  depth,  position,  (proximity  to  cess  pit,  etc.),  and 
liability  to  surface  pollution.  A  Sanitary  Authority  should 
never  be  content  with  a  water  supply  which  is  derived 
from  shallow  wells. 

During  the  past  few  years  the  water  supply  of  the 
district  has  been  steadily  improved,  and  the  Council 
is  persistently  endeavouring  to  satisfactorily  fulfil  its 
statutory  duties  as  a  provider  of  pure  public  supplies 
of  water,  and  as  evidence  of  this,  I  merely  note  the  fact  that 
during  my  tenure  of  office  good  and  efficient  public  water  supplies 
have  been  established  in  Plymstock,  Dunstone,  Yealmpton, 
Cornwood,  Lutton,  Egg  Buckland,  and  Sparkwell. 

The  rivers  of  the  district  are  on  the  whole  free  from  any  serious 
or  important  pollution,  and  at  any  rate  no  public  water  supply  is 
endangered  by  what  reaches  them. 

SEWAGE  AND  ITS  DISPOSAL:  — 

Several  of  the  larger  villages  are  drained  by  a  system  of  sewers 
by  which  the  sewage  is  sent  into  the  sea,  or  water  courses,  or  is 
carried  on  to  the  land  and  so  disposed  of  by  a  method  of 
irrigation. 

In  many  of  the  villages  there  are  several  cases  in  which  the 
sewage  from  two  or  more  houses  is  collected  in  cess-pits.  These 
not  only  require  periodical  cleansing  and  constant  attention,  but 
every  now  and  again  they  produce  serious  nuisances  by  suddenly 
overflowing,  especially  after  heavy  rains. 

A  great  number  of  the  cottages  and  isolated  houses  are  provided 
with  closets  over  small  cess-pits,  which  are  gradually  being 
replaced  by  earth  closets,  worked  on  the  bucket  system,  a  method 
of  sewage-disposal  at  once  safe  and  reliable. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

For  Registration  Purposes,  the  district  is  divided  into  two  sub¬ 
districts  : — 

The  North  or  Plympton  containing  io  parishes,  and 

The  South  or  Yealmpton  containing  9  parishes 

During  the  year  the  parish  of  Harford  has  for  Registration 
purposes  been  transferred  from  the  North  to  the  South  District, 
but  as  the  transfer  did  not  take  place  until  late  in  the  year,  I  have 
assumed  in  the  table  of  Vital  Statistics  that  no  alteration  has  been 
made  this  year. 

The  population  of  the  whole  district,  which  at  the  1901  census 
was  19,793,  is  estimated  for  1909  to  be  22,480,  and  is  distributed 
as  shewn  in  the  tables  on  the  next  pages. 

I  have  extended  the  table  so  as  to  shew  the  number  of  acres  of 
land  and  water  in  each  parish,  and  various  particulars  which  have 
not  been  included  in  former  years.  I  have  also  made  some  cor¬ 
rections  where  they  were  necessary.  The  figures  have  been  taken 
from  the  official  census  returns  of  1901. 

N.  B. — The  total  populations  of  Egg  Buckland,  St.  Budeaux, 
and  Plymstock  include  the  soldiers  resident  in  the  Forts  and 
Barracks  in  those  parishes  ;  that  of  Plympton  St.  Mary  includes 
the  residents  in  the  Union  Workhouse  and  the  House  of  Rest ; 
and  that  of  Plympton  St.  Maurice  those  residing  in  Plympton 
House  Asylum.  Plympton  St.  Mary  includes  the  ecclesiastical 
parish  of  Sparkwell.  Plymstock  includes  the  ecclesiastical  parish 
of  Hooe.  Ermington  does  not  include  the  Urban  district  of 
Ivybridge. 


South  Sub  District. 
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Inhabited  Houses  in  the  District,  and 
House  Accommodation. 


At  the  1909  census  the  number  of  houses  returned  as  inhabited 
was  4,016,  of  which,  2,380  were  in  the  North  District,  and  1,636 
in  the  Southern.  Since  then,  27  were  built  in  1902  ;  29  in  1903  ; 
31  in  1904  ;  25  in  1905  ;  65  in  1906;  26  in  1907  ;  46  during 
1908;  and  12  in  1909.  From  the  foregoing,  I  estimate  the 
number  of  houses  now  inhabited  to  be  4,277,  which  gives  an 
average  of  5 '2  persons  per  house. 

In  this,  however,  the  Barracks  and  Forts  in  St.  Budeaux  and 
Egg  Buckland  with  a  population  varying  between  i,coo  and  1,200 
the  Forts  at  Staddon,  Stamford  and  Bovisand  with  an  average 
population  of  350,  and  the  Workhouse  at  Plympton,  with  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  132,  are  counted  as  single  houses.  A  truer  estimate  of 
the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  will  be  obtained  by 
excluding  all  these  “  Institutions.”  The  average  then  is  4^5  per 
house. 

Only  12  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  of  which 
six  are  in  the  South  District  and  six  in  the  North.  Four  of  these 
are  in  Plympton  St.  Mary,  four  in  Yealmpton,  two  in  Compton’ 
Gifford,  and  one  each  in  Newton  Ferrers  and  Plymstock. 

The  Cottage  accommodation,  generally  speaking,  is  good,  and 
from  what  I  know  of  other  districts,  somewhat  above  the  average, 
i.e.  when  the  rent  is  taken  into  consideration.  In  some  villages 
there  is  room  for  improvement.  The  chief  defects  are  damp  walls 
due  to  want  of  a  damp  course,  but  this  of  course  only  refers  to 
old  cottages,  as  such  a  course  is  enforced  in  all  houses  built  under 
the  bye-laws. 
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1  here  is  very  little  overcrowding  in  the  legal  sense,  although  it 
is  by  no  means  difficult  to  find  instances  in  which  more  people 
occupy  a  bedroom  than  is  desirable.  During  the  year,  however, 
three  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with  and  abated. 

The  number  of  plans  passed  by  the  Council  during  the  year 
was  28. 
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Births  and  Birth  Rates. 


The  following  births  were  registered  in  1909  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1908. 

1907. 

1906. 

1905, 

1904. 

North  Sub-district 

142 

113 

255 

258 

280 

299 

268 

273 

South  Sub-district 

77 

80 

157 

186 

200 

170 

202 

182 

Whole  district 

219 

193 

412 

444 

480 

469 

470 

455 

This  gives  a  Birth  rate  tor  the  North  of  19-20  per  1000  as 
compared  with  19'69  in  1908;  2168  in  1907  ;  23-59  in  1906  ; 

21-70  in  1905;  22-41  in  1904;  23-54  in  1903;  22-46  in  1902  ; 

24  83  in  1901;  23  28  in  1900  ;  25-17  in  1899  ;  27‘5  in  1898  ; 

30-31  in  1897;  28'18  in  1896  ;  29-16  in  1895  ;  25'65  in  1894  ; 

27-71  in  1893  ;  25-89  in  1892  ;  and  28-72  in  1891. 

For  the  South  the  rate  was  17-06  per  1000  as  compared  with 
20  43  in  1908;  22  32  in  1907  ;  19  31  in  1906;  23  62  in  1905  ; 

21- 66  in  1904;  24-39  in  1903  ;  20-66  in  1902;  22  3  in  1901 ; 

24-2  in  1900;  22-17  in  1899  ;  24’83  in  1898  ;  23-65  in  1897  ; 

24  07  in  1896;  24-38  in  1895  ;  23  32  in  1894  ;  27  29  in  1893  ; 

26- 83  in  1892 ;  and  25-89  in  1891. 

For  the  Whole  district  the  rate  was  18-32  per  1000  as 
compared  with  20-00  in  1908;  21  94  in  1907;  21-84  in  1906; 

22- 48  in  1905;  22-10  in  1904;  23  89  in  1903  ;  2173  in  1902  ; 

23- 81  in  1901  ;  23-62  in  1900  ;  23-91  in  1899  ;  26-56  in  1898  ; 

27- 88  in  1897  ;  2673  in  1896;  27-75  in  1895  ;  24‘84  in  1894  ; 

27-55  in  1893  ;  26-25  in  1892  ;  and  27  5  in  1891. 

The  average  for  the  last  ten  years  is  22-48. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  Rural  England  and  Wales 
during  1909  was  25-6. 
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Marriage  Rate. 

During  the  year  164  marriages  were  registered.  This  is  six 
more  than  last  year. 

The  marriage  rate  for  this  year  (or  persons  married  per  1000  of 
the  population)  for  the  district  is  14  59  per  1000,  as  compared 
with  14-45  in  1908,  14*44  in  1907,  14  81  in  1906,  15-16  in  1905, 
14-09  in  1904,  13  4  in  1903,  1T79  in  1902,  1T83  in  1901, 
11-83  in  1900,  11-32  in  1899,  11*37  in  1898,  12*58  in  1897, 
15*47  in  1896,  10*96  in  1895,  13  in  1894,  12*01  in  1893,  and 
12*1  in  1892. 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate. 


The  total  deaths  registered  as  taking  place  within  the  district 
in  1909  were  as  follows  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1908 

1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

1904. 

North  Sub-district 

84 

80 

164 

144 

143 

140 

164 

163 

South  „ 

45 

40 

85 

119 

113 

109 

102 

106 

Whole  district 

129 

120 

249 

263 

256 

249 

266 

269 

Recorded  death  rate  per  1000,  based  on  above  figures  : — 
North  1909  1908  1907  1906  1905  1904  1903  1902 

Sub-district  1234  10-99  11-07  11*04  13-27  13-38  15  25  12-99 

South  „  923  13-07  12-61  12-38  11-92  12-61  1T65  9-9 

Whole  Dis.  11  07  11-84  11*70  11*59  12-72  13-07  13*79  11*74 

The  average  rate  for  the  preceding  10  years  is  13-06. 

Corrected  Death  Rates. 

Of  the  deaths  registered  in  the  North  sub-districts,  25  occurred 
in  the  following  institutions: — 

Plympton  St.  Mary  Union  Workhouse  ...  19 

Plympton  House  Asylum  ...  ...  2 

Plympton  Home  of  Rest  ...  ...  1 

Mount  Edgcumbe  Training  Ship  Hospital  3 


25 
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Of  these  25  there  were  9  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the 
District,  whilst  there  were  5  “residents”  who  died  in  Institutions 
outside  the  district,  viz.,  1  in  a  Plymouth  Hospital  and  4  in  the 
County  Asylum  at  Exminster;  so  that  the  actual  number  of 
deaths  amongst  “residents”  in  the  North  district  was  160. 

In  the  South  sub-district  no  death  of  a  non-resident  was 
registered. 

After  making  allowance  for  the  foregoing,  the  corrected  death 
rates,  calculated  on  the  deaths  of  residents  only,  are  as  follows  : — 

North  1909  1908  1907  1906  1905  1904  1903  1902 

Sub  district  12’04  11  14  11-38  10-73  13-11  13-21  15-09  12-82 

South  „  9'23  13-29  12-94  12  61  12-04  12-61  11.77  9-9 

Whole  dis.  10  89  12-02  12-02  11.5  12-67  12  97  13-74  1P64 

The  death-rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  in  1909  was 
14-5. 

The  corrected  death  rates  for  the  respective  parishes  are  as 
follows  : — but  much  relative  importance  cannot  be  attached  to 
them,  as  the  respective  populations  are  too  small  to  afford  statistics 
of  any  great  value  : — 


1909. 

1908. 

1909. 

1908. 

Compton 

0000 

12-65 

S.  Budeaux  ... 

10-24 

8-18 

Weston  Peverell 

4-65 

0  00 

Yealmpton  ... 

1078 

21-00 

Newton  Ferrers 

5-55 

15-71 

Tamerton 

Egg  Buckland 

625 

11-02 

Folliott... 

11-30 

7-82 

Harford 

666 

6.6 

Bickleigh 

12-90 

22-58 

Revelstoke  ... 

750 

15-00 

Corn  wood 

1300 

20-00 

Wembury 

800 

2-00 

Holbeton 

1481 

10  97 

Plymslock 

8  74 

12-06 

Plympton 

Brixton 

909 

14-47 

St.  Mary... 

15-59 

13  30 

Ermington 

9  30 

1511 

Plympton 

Shaugh  Prior... 

993 

o-oo 

St.  Maurice 

16-24 

11-11 
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The  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  were  distributed  through¬ 
out  the  year  as  follows  : — 


North  sub.  district.  South  sub.  district.  Whole  district. 


Under 

5 

Over 

5 

Total 

Under 

5 

Over 

5 

Total 

Under 

S 

Over 

5 

Total 

1st  quarter 

8 

52 

60 

6 

10 

16 

14 

62 

76 

2nd  quarter 

9 

24 

33 

3 

21 

24 

12 

45 

57 

3rd  quarter 

9 

25 

34 

3 

15 

18 

12 

40 

52 

4th  quarter 

7 

26 

33 

2 

25 

27 

9 

51 

60 

Whole  year 

33 

127 

160 

14 

71 

85 

47 

198 

245 

Classification  of  Causes  of  Death — See  also  Table  V. 

1909. 


Nth  Sub. 

SthSub- 

District  District 

Total 

11908 

1907 

1906 

1905 

1904 

1903 

7  chief 

Zymotic  Diseases 

7 

3 

10 

10 

21 

23 

18 

19 

28 

Phthisis 

6 

17- 

23 

18 

9 

11 

17 

20 

15 

Cancer 

15 

9 

24 

16 

23 

8 

17 

14 

10 

Heart 

22 

5 

27 

21 

33 

29 

32 

34 

31 

^Respiratory  Syste 

m  29 

9 

38 

55 

42 

29 

33 

46 

48 

Excluding  Phthisis 

Nervous  System 

21 

11 

32 

32 

31 

23 

31 

31 

28 

Injuries  &  Suicide 

5 

4 

9 

8 

11 

17 

24 

8 

11 

Old  Age 

23 

10 

33 

45 

33 

50 

38 

42 

48 

All  other  causes 

32 

17 

49 

62 

60 

57 

55 

53 

60 

Total 

160 

85 

245 

267 

263 

247 

265 

267 

279 

Includes  deaths  from  Influenza. 


The  seven  principal 
Zymotic  Diseases. 
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Deaths  from  the  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases. 


'Small  Pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
i  Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
^Diarrhoea 
Other  Zymotic 
Diseases 

(including  Epidemic  Influenza) 


North  South 
Sub-  Sub- 
District  District  Total 

000 

2  3  5 

1  0  1 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1  0  1 

3  0  3 

2  2  4 


1908  1907  1906  1905  1904 

0  0  0  0  0 

0  14  2  2 

0  2  6  2  1 

5  7  4  1  6 

1  6  6  2  3 

1113  1 

3  4  2  7  6 

0  3  0  1  0 


1903  1902 
0  0 

15  2 

1  0 

5  4 

1  6 

2  0 

3  3 

1  1 


Total  9  5  14  10  24  23  18  19  28  16 


The  “  seven  principal  ”  Zymotic  Diseases  caused  10  deaths 
and  this  gives  a  Zymotic  Death  Rate  of  0  44  as  compared  with 
1908  1907  1906  1905  1904  1903  1902  1901  1900 

0-45  0'96  T07  0-86  0  92  T37  0-74  0-55  0-93 

The  rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  in  1909  was  0  80. 
Deaths  from  all  causes  at  various  age  periods. 


North 

sub- 

d’st’ct 

1909 

South 

sub- 

d’st’ct 

Whole 

District 

1908 

1907 

1906 

1905 

1904 

1903 

Under  1  year 

27 

10 

37 

38 

46 

37 

42 

54 

51 

1  year  and 

under  5  years 

6 

4 

10 

13 

21 

20 

12 

20 

26 

5  „  15  „ 

5 

2 

7 

7 

16 

12 

12 

9 

10 

15  „  25  „ 

9 

6 

15 

9 

8 

8 

17 

16 

15 

25  „  65  „ 

46 

32 

78 

79 

67 

66 

85 

63 

69 

65  and  upwards 

67 

31 

98 

121 

105 

105 

97 

105 

108 

Totals  ... 

160 

85 

245 

267 

263 

248 

265 

267 

279 
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Of  the  deaths  over  65  registered  in  the  District,  there  were  : — 

190')  190S  1907  1906  1905  1904  1903  1902  1901  1900  1S99 

41  between 

70  and  80  56  46  46  54  47  46  44  42  56  54 

27  between 

80  and  90  41  31  31  29  29  34  36  31  37  52 

*8  of  90  and  over  5455230473 

*Of  these,  one  was  97,  one  99,  and  one  101  years  old. 

Infant  Mortality,  or  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year — 

This  is  estimated  as  a  ratio  per  1000  births  registered  during 

the  year;  and  as  these  numbered  412  the  infant  mortality  was 

89  80  per  1000. 

1909  190S  1907  1906  1905  1904  1903  1902  1901 

89-80  85-58  95-83  78-88  89-36  118-68  105-15  91-95  84-92 

The  rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  during  1909  was  98 

The  year  has  been  marked  by  the  following  : — 

The  Birth  Rate  is  considerably  below  that  of  last  year  for 
although  the  population  has  increased  by  about  280  yet  there 
were  32  fewer  babies  born.  This  represents  a  fall  in  the  Birth 
Rate  of  T68  per  1000,  and  it  is  also  4-16  per  1000  below  the 
average  rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years.  As  compared  with 
that  recorded  during  the  year  in  Rural  England  and  Wales  it 
is  7-28  lower.  This  is  so  marked  a  difference  that  I  fear  I 
may  have  overestimated  the  population,  but  this  can  only  be 
proved  at  the  next  census  which  takes  place  in  1911,  and  yet 
I  have  been  as  careful  as  I  could  to  exclude  possible  errors. 
In  estimating  the  population  of  a  district  for  a  given  year  one 
is  compelled  to  take  as  a  basis  the  difference  which  has  been 
proved  to  exist  between  the  two  preceding  censuses,  and  then 
to  take  the  natural  gain  or  loss  (as  shewn  by  the  deaths  and 
births)  and  also  to  allow  for  the  immigration  or  emigration  of 
persons  from  or  to  the  district.  This  latter  factor  is  found 
chiefly  from  the  number  of  new  houses  occupied  and  old  houses 
vacated.  But  allowing  for  all  possible  errors  I  think  it  must 
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be  admitted  that  there  is  a  steadily  falling  birth  rate  in  the 
Rural  District  generally,  and  this  is  a  fact  which  should  receive 
the  serious  attention  of  all  who  are  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  the  State.  It  is  difficult  to  suggest  what  can  be  done  to 
prevent  this  “  race  suicide,”  as  it  has  been  called — but  at  any 
rate  all  might  co  operate  in  two  important  ways  of  elevating 
and  educating  public  opinion — -The  first  is  to  stem  as  far  as 
possible  the  rising  tide  of  luxury  and  selfishness  which  is 
slowly  enervating  and  demoralising  the  nation,  and  which 
obtrudes  itself  in  every  rank  of  society  and  manifests  itself 
so  frequently  in  the  satisfaction  with  which  childless  marriages 
are  openly  approved.  How  constantly  one  hears  the  state¬ 
ment  “  we  can’t  afford  to  have  a  family.”  If  the  people  who 
make  this  statement  were  to  say  We  are  too  selfish  to  have 
children,  we  don’t  like  the  trouble,  and  we  shrink  from  the 
responsibility  of  bringing  up  children,”  they  would  be  honestly 
expressing  their  real  opinions.  Such  people  are  hardly  worthy 
of  being  called  citizens,  and  certainly  the  women  who  openly 
or  secretly  do  what  they  can  to  prevent  themselves  becoming 
mothers  are  surely  preparing  for  themselves  an  old  age  which 
will  be  full  of  sorrowful  regret  for  the  “  joys  which  might 
have  been  ”  had  they  been  truer  to  their  highest  instincts,  for 
say  what  they  will  and  argue  as  they  may  they  cannot  get  over 
the  fact  that  a  woman  is  a  woman  primarily  because  she  is 
meant  to  be  a  mother.  Writing  as  a  poor  “male  man”  I  am 
convinced  that  the  women  of  England  could,  if  they  like, 
exercise  a  most  powerful  influence  for  good  in  this  matter,  for 
after  all  is  said  and  done,  “woman  really  rules  the  world.” 

The  second  line  of  defence  must  be  the  prevention  as  far  as 
possible  of  Infant  Mortality.  There  is  no  doubt  what¬ 
ever,  that  a  very  large  number  of  children  die  who  ought 
to  live,  for  the  vast  majority  of  babies  are  born  with  strength 
enoughs  to  live  if  they  are  given  fair  play  and  hygienic 

surroundings.  As  to  fair  play — Can  any  one  say  that  it  is 

anything  but  foul  play  to  deprive  a  baby  of  the  only  food 

which  nature  provides  for  it  and  for  which  its  digestive 
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system  is  pre-eminently  designed  ?  I  mean  its  own  mothers’ 
milk.  What  can  be  the  real  reason  why  so  many  mothers, 
especially  amongst  the  classes  who  should,  by  their  position 
in  society  and  their  leisure,  set  a  good  example — deliberately 
go  against  the  truest  maternal  instincts?  The  reason  in  most 
cases  can  be  none  other  than  selfishness,  for  although  there 
are  some  women  who  are  unfortunately  unable  to  nurse  their 
own  babies,  yet  the  vast  majority  might  and  could  if  they 
only  would. 

Personally  I  always  endeavour  to  get  a  women  to  nurse  her 
child  for  the  best  of  all  reasons,  viz., — that  experience  has  over 
and  over  again  proved  that  such  nursing  is  best  for  her  and  best 
for  her  baby,  and  I  need  only  quote  the  experience  of 
Dr.  A.  Harris,  m.o.h.,  of  Islington,  who  after  enquiries,  into  the 
methods  of  feeding  of  the  babies  who  died  during  the  summers 
of  1905  and  1906  found  that  90  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  occurred 
in  those  who  had  been  fed  on  artificial  foods. 

The  causes  ol  Infant  Mortality  can  roughly  be  divided  into 
Preventable,  Partly-preventable,  and  Non-preventable.  Chief 
amongst  the  former  are  Diarrhoea,  which  is  largely  produced  by 
improper  feeding  and  unhygienic  surroundings.  Whilst  the  State 
can  do  much  to  remedy  the  latter  yet,  after  all  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  most  important  causes  of  unhygienic  conditions  are  to  be 
found  in  the  personal  habits  and  laziness  of  the  householders. 

Chief  amongst  “  partly-preventable  ”  diseases  are  those  such 
as  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Convulsions;  the  deaths  from 
which  are  largely  increased  by  injudicious  exposure  to  weather, 
insufficient  clothing  and  improper  food. 


The  chief  so  called  non-preventable  are  due  to  premature  birth 
and  congenital  defects,  and  even  these  might  be  lessened  if  the 
expectant  mothers  were  more  careful  or  less  exposed  to  the  risks 
inseparable  from  improper  work  and  too  little  food. 
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The  Death  Rate  is  a  very  low  one — the  lowest  that  has  been 
recorded  since  I  have  acted  as  M.O  H.  It  is  T13  below  that 
of  1908,  and  is  2T4  below  the  average  of  the  past  10  years, 
and  is  2‘71  below  that  of  Rural  England  and  Wales  for  this 
year.  It  is  a  very  satisfactory  one,  indeed,  I  think  it  will 
almost  prove  a  record  one,  especially  in  the  South  Sub-District 
where  it  only  reaches  9*23  per  1000.  In  the  North  it  was 
12  04. 


Whooping  Cough.  No  death  was  registered  as  due  to  this 
disease,  although  there  were  epidemics  of  mild  type  in  the 
parishes  of  Yealmpton  and  Brixton. 


Measles.  Five  deaths  were  due  to  this  disease  : — 

One  aged  7  months  in  Plympton  St.  Mary  in  April 
One  aged  11  months  in  St.  Budeaux  in  May 
One  aged  1  month  in  Ermington  in  April 
Two  aged  8  months  and  14  months  in  Plymstock,  in  March 
and  June 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  all  were  under  15  months  old,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  some  cf  them  were  directly  due  to  indiscreet 
exposure.  The  amount  of  ignorance  regarding  measles  is  appalling 
and  there  is  practically  no  attempt  whatever  made  to  prevent  young 
children  catching  the  disease.  Measles  is  a  disease  which, 
generally  speaking,  is  fatal  in  direct  proportion  to  the  age  of  the 
child — the  younger  the  child  the  greater  the  probability  that  the 
child  will  die.  Again,  it  is  a  disease  for  which  medical  advice  is 
rarely  requested  until  it  is  obvious  that  a  fatal  result  is  about  to 
ensue,  and  when  it  is  too  late  to  undo  the  pernicious  effects  of 
brandy,  saffron  tea,  and  the  various  messes  w'hich  have  been 
administered  under  the  guidance  of  some  old  village  “Sairy  Gamp” 
whose  experience  has  been,  as  she  will  proudly  inform  you,  gained 
from  the  fact  that  she  has  had  ten  children  and  buried  eight. 
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Puerperal  Fever.  I  regret  that  one  death  occurred  from  this 
disease.  The  circumstances  were  fully  enquired  into,  and  a 
report  sent  to  the  County  Council  in  accordance  witli  the 
regulations  under  the  Midwives  Act.  No  blame  could  be 
attached  to  anyone  concerned  in  the  case. 


Enteric  Fever.  Nine  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  of 
which  one  was  fatal.  They  were  as  follows  : — 

No.  1  in  January  at  Plympton  St.  Mary 
„  2  in  August  at  Plymstock 

,,  3  in  September  at  St.  Budeaux 

„  4  in  October  at  Plymstock 

,,  5,  6,  and  7  in  November  at  Plymstock 

,,  8  in  December  at  Yealmpton 

„  9  in  December  at  Plympton  St.  Mary 

Careful  investigations  were  made  in  each  case,  but  except  in 
No.  9  which  was  due  to  direct  infection,  it  could  not  be  proved  how 
the  cases  arose.  It  is  true  that  insanitary  defects  were  discovered 
in  or  near  the  houses  occupied  by  some  of  the  patients,  but  nothing 
was  discovered  to  account  for  Nos.  1  and  3. 

As  to  the  five  cases  which  occurred  in  Plymstock,  I  very  care¬ 
fully  investigated  the  whole  of  them,  but  failed  to  discover  sufficient 
cause  to  enable  me  to  decide  anything  definitely.  It  is  however, 
a  serious  fact  that  the  five  cases  occured  in  the  village  of  Pomphlett 
a  village  in  which  the  disease  has  for  many  years  past  appeared 
with  almost  unfailing  regularity.  At  one  time  the  villagers  were 
dependent  on  a  very  indifferent  water  supply,  but  since  the  year 
1900,  the  very  pure  public  water  supply  has  been  laid  on  to  every 
house,  and  water  can  therefore  definitely  be  excluded  as  a  factor 
in  producing  the  disease.  The  drainage  has  received  much 
attention  for  several  years  past,  and  so  far  as  the  sewers  and  house 
drains  are  concerned,  they  are,  I  believe,  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
They  are  well  laid  and  ventilated.  One  defect  was  however 
discovered  in  the  main  outlet,  which  had  resulted  in  a  blocking  of 
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the  sewer.  The  defect  was  the  common  one  of  an  imperfectly 
wiped  joint,  causing  a  large  elevation  of  cement  on  the  inside  of 
the  pipe,  and  so  obstructing  the  flow  of  the  sewage.  This  main 
pipe  discharges  into  the  Pomphlett  creek,  in  which  creek  there  is 
a  very  large  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide,  amounting  at  times  to  12  or 
13  feet.  The  houses  in  which  Enteric  Fever  has  so  frequently 
appeared  are  built  on  artificial  ground  which  forms  the  quay  wall. 
The  result  is  that  there  is  under  these  houses,  a  continual  ebb  and 
flow  of  sewage  polluted  water.  As  the  tide  recedes,  the  interstices 
of  the  subsoil  become  charged  with  air,  which  air  is  of  course 
driven  out  of  the  subsoil  as  the  tide  flows.  Whether  this  is  enough 
to  account  for  the  appearance  of  the  disease  is  somewhat  question¬ 
able,  seeing  that  the  villages  of  Oreston  and  Hooe  and  Turnchapel 
contain  a  far  larger  number  of  houses  which  are  similarly  situated, 
and  in  which  Enteric  Fever  is  practically  unknown.  Again,  two 
of  the  Pomphlett  cases  were  in  houses  far  removed  from  the  creek 
and  therefore  not  subject  to  the  conditions  described  above.  The 
first  three  cases  at  Pomphlett  were  most  anomalous  in  type,  and 
were  only  proved  to  be  Enteric  Fever  by  the  Widal  test,  for  the  use 
of  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  County  Council  of  Devon. 

No.  8  case  appeared  at  Yealmbridge  in  a  block  of  cottages,  the 
insanitary  condition  of  which  is  receiving  the  attention  of  the 
Council,  and  which  will,  I  think,  soon  be  remedied.  This  case  was 
removed  to  the  Plymouth  Borough  Hospital. 

No.  6  and  7  cases  appeared  simultaneously  in  a  Father  and  Son 
and  they  were  removed  to  the  Plympton  Union  Infirmary  under  a 
certificate  given  by  the  medical  man  in  attendance  that  they  were 
cases  of  pneumonia  and  influenza.  These  cases  were  the  direct 
cause  of  No.  9  who  was  employed  in  nursing  them,  and  who  must 
have  become  infected  by  them  on  the  first  day  she  was  in 
attendance. 

No.  7  case  was  the  only  fatal  one  recorded. 

No.  5  case  appeared  in  the  house  of  a  milk  seller.  Immediately 
the  disease  was  notified,  I  insisted  either  on  the  patient  being 
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removed,  or  the  milk  business  being  carried  on  in  a  separate  house. 
The  latter  was  the  course  adopted,  and  the  result  proved  quite 
satisfactory. 

Diphtheria.  During  the  year,  38  cases  were  notified,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  26  in  1908,  and  43  in  1907.  None  of  them  were 
fatal.  This  fact  goes  to  show  that  the  modern  method  of 
treatment  by  antitoxen  injection  has  rendered  the  disease  much 
less  dangerous  than  hitherto,  or  else  that  the  disease  is  in 
itself  becoming  less  virulent  I  incline  to  the  belief  that  both 
are  important  factors  in  producing  this  gratifying  result. 


The  cases  occurred  as  follows  : — 

January  ...  ...  4  viz.  1  in  Tamerton  ;  1  in  St.  Budeaux  ; 

1  in  Plympton  St.  Maurice ; 
and  1  in  Plympton  St.  Mary. 
February  ...  ...  3  „  1  in  Egg  Buckland  ; 

1  in  St.  Budeaux  ;  and  1  in 
Plympton  St.  Maurice. 

Match  ...  ...  4  ,,  1  in  Egg  Buckland;  3  in  Plymp¬ 

ton  St.  Mary. 

April  ...  ...  3  ,,  2  in  Plympton  St.  Maurice;  and  1 

in  Plympton  St.  Mary. 

May  ...  ...  1  ,,  1  in  Plympton  St.  Maurice. 

June  ...  ...  1  ,,  1  in  Plympton  St.  Mary. 

August  ...  ...  3  „  1  in  Shaugh  ;  1  in  Plympton  St. 

Maurice  ;  and  1  in  Plympton 
St.  Mary. 

September  ...  3  ,,  1  in  Cornwood  ;  1  in  Plympton  St. 

Maurice,  and  1  in  Plympton 
St.  Mary. 

October .  1  ,,  1  in  Egg  Buckland 

November  ...  12  „  2  in  St.  Budeaux;  7  in  Plympton 

St.  Maurice  ;  3  in  Plympton 
St.  Mary. 

December  ...  3  „  1  in  St.  Budeaux  ;  and  2  in  Plymp- 

—  ton  St.  Mary. 
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The  Parochial  Distribution  was  as  follows  : — 


Tamerton...  ...  1 

Cormvood  ...  1 

Shaugh  ...  ...  1 

Egg  Buckland  ...  3 

St.  Budeaux  ...  5 


Plympton  St.  Mary  13 


Plympton  St.  Maurice  14 
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viz.  1  in  January. 

,,  1  in  September. 

„  1  in  August. 

,,  1  in  February  ;  1  in  March  ;  and 

1  in  October. 

„  1  in  January  ;  1  in  February  ; 

2  in  November ;  and  1  in 
December 

,,  1  in  January;  3  in  March  ;  1  in 
April ;  1  in  June;  1  in  August ; 
1  in  September  ;  3  in  Novem¬ 
ber  ;  and  2  in  December. 

,,  1  in  January;  1  in  February  ;  2  in 

April;  1  in  May  ;  1  in  August; 
1  in  September;  and  7  in 
November. 


The  ages  of  the  cases  notified  ranged  from  1^  years  to  44  years, 
and  were  as  follows  : — 


Under  2  years  ... 
Between  2  and  3  years  ... 


School 

Ages 


’4  years  old,  5  ;  5  years,  5  ;  6  years,  4  ;' 
7  years,  1  ;  9  years,  1  ;  10  years,  1  ; 

11  years,  4  ;  12  years,  1  ;  13  years,  2  ; 
,14  years,  1 


The  ages  of  the  remaining  cases  were  18,  22,  22, 
22,  23,  25,  42  and  44  years  respectively 


l 

4 

25 


8 
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The  number  of  infected  houses  was  35.  In  3  houses  there  were 
2  cases  each. 

In  consequence  of  insufficient  isolation  at  home,  I  sent  4  cases 
to  the  Plymouth  Borough  Hospital. 
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Careful  enquiries  were  made  as  to  each  case,  but  beyond  the 
probability  of  infection  from  an  untraced  case,  nothing  striking  could 
be  discovered.  The  greater  my  experience  of  this  disease  becomes, 
the  more  difficult  does  it  become  to  define  its  cause,  for  it  appears 
here,  there,  and  everywhere,  under  most  varying  circumstances. 
One  fact  however  stands  pre-eminent,  and  it  is  that  the  close 
association  of  children  in  the  Elementary  Schools  must  be  con 
sidered  a  potent  factor  in  causing  the  spread  of  the  disease.  In 
this  connection,  two  of  the  cases  notified  are  suggestive  ;  They  were 
school  teachers,  and  the  infection  was  pioved  to  be  of  very  long 
duration,  indeed,  the  bacillus  of  Diphtheria  was  proved  to  be  pres¬ 
ent  in  their  throats  long  after  all  clinical  signs  of  the  disease  had 
disappeared.  This  made  me  in  the  more  recent  cases  (and  more 
especially  in  those  which  occurred  in  Plympton  St.  Mary  and 
Plympton  St.  Maurice)  forbid  the  return  to  school  of  any  infected 
child  until  it  was  proved  by  bacteriological  examination  to  be  free 
from  infection.  In  consequence  of  a  somewhat  explosive  outbreak 
in  November  amongst  the  scholars  at  Plympton  St.  Maurice  Schools, 
I  advised  the  managers  to  close  the  schools,  and  at  the  re-assembly 
of  the  scholars  I  personally  inspected  the  whole  of  them.  This  was 
in  addition  to  a  previous  inspection  held  before  the  schools  were 
closed. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Fifty-nine  cases  were  reported  during  the  year, 
of  which,  one,  a  child  aged  one  year,  was  fatal ;  this  was  in 
Shaugh  Prior.  The  cases  occurred  continuously  during  the 
year,  there  having  been  4  in  January,  8  in  February,  5  in 
March,  3  in  April,  2  in  May,  4  in  June,  7  in  July,  7  in  August, 
2  in  September,  7  in  October,  6  in  November,  and  4  in 
December  In  consequence  of  insufficient  isolation,  7  cases 
were  removed  to  the  Plymouth  Borough  Hospital,  viz.  2  from 
Plymstock,  4  from  Ermington,  and  1  from  Bickleigh,  and  one 
case  was  removed  to  the  Military  Hospital  at  Devonport. 
The  four  from  Ermington  occurred  simultaneously  in  one 
house,  and  were  removed  to  hospital  because  of  the  fact  that 
the  mother  was  just  about  to  be  confined,  and  there  was,  in 
consequence,  insufficient  accommodation  in  the  house.  The 
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average  cost  of  hospital  treatment  was  about  ;£18  per  case. 
The  experience  of  many  years  together  with  that  of  this  year 
with  the  cases  which  were  nursed  in  their  homes,  has  con¬ 
vinced  me  that,  generally  speaking,  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  can 
be  as  safely  and  successfully  treated  at  home  as  in  hospital, 
for  it  is  quite  a  rare  event  to  find  secondary  cases  arising  from 
any  case  which  is  nursed  at  home. 

The  Parochial  Distribution  of  the  cases  notified  was  as  follows : — 


St.  Budeaux 

1  in  January 

1 

Egg  Buckland 

1  in  March  ... 

1 

Shaugh  Prior 

1  in  July 

1 

Bickleigh  ... 

1  in  March,  1  in  July 

2 

Holbeton  .. 

2  in  March  ... 

2 

Brixton  ... 

1  in  November,  and  1  in  December 

2 

Plympton  St.  Maurice 

1  in  June,  3  in  July,  1  in  August,  3 

in  November  ... 

8 

Ermington 

6  in  February,  3  in  August,  2  in 

October 

11 

Plymstock 

1  in  January,  1  in  February,  1  in 

March,  1  in  April,  1  in  May, 

3  in  June,  1  in  July,  1  in  August, 

1  in  September,  3  in  October 

14 

Plympton  St.  Mary 

2  in  January,  1  in  February,  2  in 

April,  1  in  May,  1  in  July,  2  in 
August,  1  in  September,  2  in 
October,  2  in  November,  3  in 
December  ...  ...  ...  17 

59 

The  number  of  infected  houses  was  43  : — 

In  33  houses  1  case  occurred  ...  ...  33 

„  6  „  2  cases  ,,  ...  ...  12 

°  q  n 

)>  u  >i  °  )>  )>  •••  •••  u 

,,  2  ,,  4  ,,  ,,  ...  ...  8 

43  59 


In  the  houses  in  which  more  than  one  case  occurred,  the  whole 
of  the  children  were  simultaneously  attacked. 
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Small  Pox,  No  case  occurred  during  the  year. 

Vaccination.  There  is  a  small  but  growing  tendency  to  evade 
vaccination  by  claiming  exemption.  The  grounds  on  which 
such  exemption  is  claimed  are  to  me  distinctly  frivolous,  for  I 
have  not  yet  discovered  the  objector  who  can  state  reasonably 
why  he  objects.  The  most  definite  statements  made  are  as 
follows:  “Us  don’t  believe  in  vaccination  !  ”  “  Us  aint  afraid 
of  small  pox  !”  “We  can  always  be  vaccinated  when  small  pox 
comes  !  ”  We  would  rather  run  the  risk  of  small  pox  than 
have  the  trouble  of  having  baby  vaccinated  !  ”  and  so  on. 
To  me  it  is  simply  appalling  that  such  ignorance  should  be 
allowed  to  over-ride  the  settled  convictions  of  the  scientific 
opinion  of  the  world,  for  the  fact  that  vaccination  is  the  one 
and  only  safeguard  against  small  pox  has  been  proved  over 
and  over  again  by  experience  in  every  country  and  in  every 
clime.  But  I  am  afraid  that  no  further  compulsory  measures 
to  enforce  general  vaccination  and  re-vaccination  will  be  taken 
until  a  widely  spread  epidemic  of  small  pox  occurs,  and  the 
nation  learns  by  a  sad  experience  the  disastrous  effects  to  life, 
health,  and  pocket,  which  small  pox  really  can  produce. 


Diarrhoea.  This  was  the  cause  of  three  deaths,  all  of  which  were 
infants  under  9  months  old.  One  death  occurred  in  each  of 
three  parishes — Cornwood,  Harford,  and  Weston  Peverell. 


Anthrax,  Notices  of  cases  of  Anthrax  in  animals  were  received 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Police  as  follows  : — 

1  in  Tamerton  Foliot  in  April,  and  1  in  November 

2  in  Egg  Buckland  in  May 

1  in  Newton  Ferrers  in  August 

All  the  animals  were  destroyed  by  fire  by  the  Police,  and  the 
premises  properly  disinfected. 
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Cancer.  Twenty-four  deaths  were  due  to  this  disease  as  com 
pared  with  16  in  1908  and  23  in  1907  There  were  15  in 
the  North  and  9  in  the  South  Sub-District.  The  ages  varied 
from  32  to  88. 

They  were  distributed  as  follows:  — 

Plympton  St  Mary  5;  Plymstock  5  ;  Cornwood  3;  Egg  Buck- 
land  2 ;  St.  Budeaux  2 ;  Shaugh  Prior  2 ;  Holbeton  2 ; 
Yealmpton  1  ;  Plympton  St.  Maurice  1  ;  Ermington  1. 

Phthisis  and  Tuberculosis,  The  deaths  from  Phthisis  shew 
a  marked  rise  from  that  of  last  year,  there  having  been  23  in 
1909  as  compared  with  18  in  1908  and  9  in  1907.  The 
Parochial  distribution  of  the  cases  was: — Cornwood  1; 
Plympton  St.  Maurice  1  ;  Newton  Ferrers  1  ;  Revelstoke  1  ; 
Yealmpton  2  ;  Wembury  2  ;  Ermington  2  ;  St.  Budeaux  2  ; 
Plympton  St.  Mary  2  ;  Plymstock  9. 

Of  these  12  were  males  aged  respectively  25,  27,  29,  29,  31,  33, 
38,  38,  44,  46,  55,  67  ;  and  11  were  females  whose  ages  were  20, 
22,  24,  24,  25,  26,  28,  28,  37,  41,  and  75.  This  again  proves  how 
this  disease  attacks  the  most  valuable  period  of  life. 

The  9  cases  which  occurred  in  the  Parish  of  Plymstock  were 
under  my  personal  observation  from  the  time  the  disease  declared 
itself  until  death  occurred,  except  the  3  cases  which  wrere  for  some 
part  of  the  time  patients  at  Didworthy  Sanatorium.  These  three 
cases  were  all  discharged  from  Didw'orthy  as  “  much  improved,” 
and  their  appearance  at  that  time  certainly  apparently  confirmed 
that  opinion,  but  it  is  equally  certain  that  such  improvement  was 
purely  temporary  for  they  each,  on  returning  to  their  homes  began 
to  relapse,  and  that  in  spite  of  very  decided  attempts  to  continue 
the  open  air  method  ot  treatment,  the  one  part  of  the  treatment 
which  they  could  not  or  would  not  continue  was  that  connected 
with  feeding.  The  monetary  resources  of  poor  people  will  not 
allow  them  to  continue  for  long  the  systematic  full  feeding  which 
is  so  generally  adopted  in  Sanatoriums.  A  comparison  of  the 
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cases  which  the  Plympton  Authority  have  sent  to  the  Sanatorium 
with  those  who  have  remained  at  home,  has  not  yet  convinced 
me  that  Sanatorium  treatment  is  so  productive  of  good  results  as 
enthusiasts  would  have  us  believe.  I  do  not  for  one  moment 
wish  to  belittle  the  great  good  that  Sanatoriums  have  done  in 
teaching  the  general  public  the  enormous  value  of  fresh  air,  good 
food  and  rest  in  the  treatment  of  Phthisis,  but  I  do  wish  to  enter 
a  protest  against  placing  an  undue  reliance  upon  the  expensive 
treatment  in  Sanatoriums  when  the  fresh  air,  good  food,  and  rest 
can  equally  be  obtained  at  home,  for  a  further  comparison  of 
the  home  and  Sanatorium  treatment  has  also  convinced  me  that 
the  cases  treated  at  home  live  as  long  as  those  treated  elsewhere, 
of  course  these  opinions  refer  to  cases  only  which  are  taken  from 
the  working  classes.  For  the  more  leisured  and  more  well  to  do 
classes  I  am  equally  convinced  that  the  improvement  begun  by 
Sanatorium  treatment  often  continues  on  the  return  to  home  life. 
Another  question  which  is  at  present  receiving  much  attention  is 
the  “heredity  of  phthisis’’— Now  without  expressing  an  opinion  for 
or  against  the  opinion  that  phthisis  is  inherited,  I  cannot  help 
pointing  out  that  all  the  9  cases  in  Plymstock  were  either  decended 
from  phthisical  parents  or  belonged  to  families  in  which  phthisis 
was  distinctly  marked— for  example  : — 

J.  T. — daughter  of  mother  who  died  of  phthisis  and  sister  of 
J.  S.  who  also  died  of  the  same  disease. 

M.  H. — daughter  of  father  who  has  frequently  had  Htemo- 
ptysis. 

L.  H. — daughter  of  father  who  died  of  Phthisis  and  sister  of 
another. 

C.  B. — one  of  three  sisters  who  have  all  died  of  Phthisis. 

C.  W. — daughter  of  mother  who  died  of  Phthisis. 

J.  E.  R. — one  of  four  brothers,  three  of  whom  have  died  of 
Phthisis. 

H.  E.— one  of  three  brothers,  two  of  whom  have  died  and 
one  of  whom  is  now  suffering  from  Phthisis. 
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The  7  deaths  which  were  ascribed  to  “  other  Tubercular 
diseases  ”  were  as  follows  : — 

Five  to  General  Tuberculosis,  aged  respectively  1£,  14,  33,  35, 
and  46  years  (some  of  these  probably  began  as  Phthisis) 
1  to  Tubercular  Meningitis,  aged  years,  and  1  to 
Tubercular  Peritonitis,  aged  11. 


Of  these  1  occurred  in  Yealmpton,  1  in  Holbeton,  1  in  Plympton 
St.  Maurice,  2  in  St.  Budeaux,  and  2  in  Plympton  St.  Mary 


As  a  result  of  the  regulations  issued  under  the  “  Tuberculosis 
order”  six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  only  pauper  cases  are  so  notified.  They  were 
as  follows  : — Female  aged  75  in  Plympton  St.  Mary  ;  female  aged 
63  in  Plympton  St.  Mary;  male  aged  41  in  St.  Budeaux;  male 
aged  30  in  Plymstock ;  female  aged  25  and  female  aged  21  m 
Wembury.  Of  these  5  died,  and  in  all  cases  measures  of  disin¬ 
fection  were  carried  out  after  death,  in  addition  to  advice  being 
given  before  death  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  to  prevent  infection 
spreading.  In  5  cases,  as  the  results  of  my  investigations,  I 
recommended  additional  relief  being  given  so  as  to  enable  a  more 
generous  diet  being  obtained,  and  these  recommendations  were 
acted  on  by  the  Guardians. 


During  the  year  two  cases  were  treated  for  three  months  at 
Didworthy  Sanatorium,  of  these,  one  has  since  died,  whilst  the 
other  is  distinctly  going  backward  since  his  return  to  home  life. 


I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  the  measures  most  to  be  relied  on 
for  the  prevention  and  treatment  of  this  terrible  disease  are  fresh 
air,  sunlight,  and  plenty  of  food  and  good  houses.  How  these 
are  to  be  obtained  is  a  question  which  time  only  will  solve  and 
which  can  only  be  solved  by  the  careful  attention  of  our  legislators. 
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Unfortunately  however,  the  “  Mother  of  Parliaments  ”  is  far  too 
busy  over  controversial  measures  to  give  sufficient  time  to  so 
serious  a  question  as  Public  Health,  although  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  last  few  years  have  seen  marked  and  growing  attention 
being  devoted  to  this  matter.  The  necessity  which  has  been 
imposed  on  all  County  Councils  to  appoint  a  whole  time  M.O.  H., 
who  can  only  be  removed  from  his  office  by  the  L-G-B.,  is  an 
exceedingly  important  step  and  one  which  I  think  will,  in  time, 
produce  good  results.  I  wish  an  equally  good  “  security  of 
tenure”  could  be  given  to  all  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and 
Sanitary  Inspectors 


Schools  and  School  Inspection.  The  year  has  seen  much 
medical  inspection  of  scholars  carried  out,  and  very  valuable 
information  has  been  obtained  and  tabulated  as  to  the 
conditions  (as  regards  health  and  cleanliness)  under  which 
children  attend  our  elementary  schools.  It  is  at  present 
impossible  to  say  what  the  ultimate  result  of  these  inspections 
will  be,  for  although  the  discovery  of  any  deviation  from 
health  in  a  scholar  is  notified  to  the  parent  of  such  scholar, 
yet  there  is  at  present,  no  organization  by  which  the  necessary 
treatment  can  be  obtained  unless  the  parent  is  willing  to  bear 
the  cost  of  such  treatment,  or  is  able  to  obtain  it  at  a  local 
hospital.  Again,  there  seems  to  be  no  one  responsible  for  the 
necessary  re-examination  of  such  children  who  have  been 
found  defective,  for  under  the  present  scheme  the  children 
will  only  be  examined  three  times  during  the  whole  of  their 
school  life.  This  seems  to  me  somewhat  absurd,  for  it  is 
difficult  to  see  what  real  good  can  come  from  discovering 
defects  if  the  machinery  for  remedying  them  is  not 
available. 


Some  County  Councils  have  appointed  whole-time  medical 
inspectors  who  do  and  can  do  nothing  else  ;  other  Councils  have 
adopted  the  plan  of  appointing  a  much  larger  number  of  part-time 
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inspectors  (rhosen  from  the  medical  men  practising  in  the  district) 
who  are  in  constant  touch  with  the  children  and  heir  parents. 
To  me,  this  latter  appears  by  far  the  most  reasonable  plan  and  the 
one  which  is  also  more  in  compliance  with  the  intentions  of 
Parliament  and  the  L.G.B.  when  the  regulations  were  framed. 
As  time  goes  on,  proof  will  be  obtained  as  to  which  plan  produces 
the  more  valuable  results.  Under  the  first  plan  the  schoolmasters 
are  placed  in  a  very  difficult  position,  for  it  is  obviously  impossible 
for  them  to  summon  to  their  assistance  in  any  case  which  may 
arise,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  admitting  or  forbidding  the  attendance 
of  a  particular  child  alleged  to  be,  or  pretending  to  be  suffering 
from  any  disease,  the  whole-time  medical  officer,  who  may,  and 
probably  is  at  that  particular  time,  engaged  in  a  distant  part  of  the 
County,  whereas  it  is  equally  obvious  that  it  would  be  quite  easy 
to  obtain  the  advice  of  a  local  medical  man.  At  present  the 
teachers  cannot  act  as  quickly  as  they  ought,  nor  are  any  funds 
available  for  the  payment  of  fees  to  the  local  doctor,  who  therefore 
quite  properly  refuses  to  be  made  a  convenience  of.  Surely,  it 
would  savour  a  little  more  of  common  sense  if  the  teachers  were 
empowered  in  cases  of  emergency  or  doubt,  to  send  the  child  to 
the  nearest  medical  man. 


There  are  31  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  District,  with  an 
average  attendance  of  3,000  scholars.  The  schools  vary  much  in 
size,  the  smallest  being  that  at  Harford  with  an  an  average  of  12* 
whilst  that  at  Geason’s,  Plympton  St.  Mary,  has  just  over  300 
scholars. 


In  the  great  majority  of  schools  the  water  supply  is  satisfactory, 
being  taken  from  local  sources,  but  there  is  room  for  improvement 
in  this  matter  at  Newton  Ferrers  and  Shaugh  Prior. 


The  drainage  of  the  schools,  of  course,  depends  on  the 
proximity  to,  or  distance  from  any  public  sewers.  As  a  rule, 
where  it  is  possible,  the  drains  enter  these  public  sewers,  but  in 
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others,  cess-pits  have  to  be  used,  and  where  bucket  closets  are  in 
use,  the  contents  have  to  be  disposed  of  as  manure. 


From  the  annexed  schedule  it  will  be  seen  that  the  majority  of 
schools  are  provided  with  water  closets,  but  in  some  of  these  the 
flushing  is  inefficient  because  of  an  inadequate  supply  of  water, 
such  water  in  some  cases  being  stored  rain  water.  At  Newton 
Ferrers  and  Yealmpton,  improvements  are  called  for. 


SCHOOL  INSPECTION.  (SANITATION). 
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School  Closure  during  1909  : — 

March  12  Sparkwell  School  for  10  days,  because  Head 
mistress  had  contracted  Diphtheria. 

Feb.  27  Goosewell  Schools  for  3  weeks  because  of  Measles 

May  13  Ermington  „  „  „  „  „ 

May  14  Oreston  „  „  „  „  ,,  „ 

Nov.  15  Plympton  St.  Maurice  Schools  for  2  weeks 

because  of  Diphtheria. 

In  each  case  the  schools  were  cleaned  and  disinfected  before 
re-opening. 

Milk  Supply  of  the  District.  Generally  speaking,  this  is 
good,  the  District  being  administered  under  the  Dairies’  and 
Cowshed’s  Order.  The  Report  of  the  Inspector  reveals  that 
important  work  is  being  done  in  bringing  the  shippens  and 
dairies  into  compliance  with  the  regulations.  The  dairies  are, 
as  a  rule,  kept  clean  and  sweet,  but  now  and  then  it  is  found 
that  food  is  kept  in  them  contrary  to  regulations.  The  ship 
pens,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  are  kept  clean,  and  white¬ 
washed.  The  new  ones  all  comply  fully  with  the  regulations. 
As  to  the  old  ones,  i.e.  those  in  use  before  the  adoption  of 
the  orders,  a  large  number  have  been  altered  so  as  to  bring 
them  within  the  required  standard,  and  the  remainder  are 
gradually  being  replaced  by  new  ones.  The  chief  fault  that 
can  be  found  is  that  the  paving  of  the  shippens,  and  of  the 
cattle  yards  is  imperfect,  but  there  is  a  steady  improvement 
to  be  noted  in  that  direction.  The  cows  are,  in  the  vast 
majority,  healthy  and  well  kept  animals.  During  the  year, 
suspicion  was  aroused  by  the  appearance  of  the  cows  in  one 
shippen,  but  an  examination  by  the  Council’s  Veterinary 
Surgeon  revealed  no  disease.  Two  shippens  were  found  in  a 
dirty  condition.  Notices  to  abate  the  nuisance  were  served 
in  each  case,  and  somewhat  belated  compliances  prevented 
legal  action  being  taken. 
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Notes — (a)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  beyond  the  distiict  are  included  in  sub-columns  (<)  of  the  table,  and  those  of  non- 
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(b)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  are  allotted  to  the  respective  localities,  according  to  previous 
addresses  of  the  deceased. 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  during  the  Year  1909. 


Isolation  Hospitals  used — The  Plympton  St.  Mary  Small-pox  Hospital,  Lee  Mill,  Plympton. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  of  the  Plymouth  Town  Council. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1909,  excluding  deaths  of  non-residents. 


Table  IV. — ( continued ) 
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TABLE  V. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909. 

Deaths  from  stated  causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


<S> 

- 

|  S'S  §  f 


55 


CO 


•sqiuoui  SI  — II 


•sqiuoui  II— 01 


•sqiuoui  oi-6 


•sqiuoiu  0— g 


•sqiuoui  g— i 


*sq)i 


Z-9 


•sqiuoui  9 — g 


•sqiuoui  g — f 


•sqiuoui  f — g 
•sqiuoui  g— z 


•sqiuoui  55 — i 


01 


•qiuoiu  i 
j^pun  p3joj. 

io  ; 

r— 1 

*Sq33Ai  i—  g 

- 

•S>j93M  g— Z 


'Sq33M  S — I 


•>|33A\  \  JDpUQ 


X 

H 

< 

W 

o 

P 

o 

w 

c/5 

P 

< 

U 


o 


T3 

CD 

C-C 


<D 

u 

c 

p 


CD 

<D 

03 

3 

o 


X 

o 

Oh 


s 

c n 


x 

c 

Oh 

c 

CD 

U 


<D 

P 


ccj 

CJ 

C/5 


Oh 

o 

CJ 


<D 


o: 

cl 


tuo 

p 

o 

U 

U) 

c 

‘Oh 

o 

o 


-G 


Q  £ 


k 

£ 


c 

w 


o 

rt 

c 


o 


c3 

o 


c% 

O  n  « 
c  .2  w 

o  4-t 
c  O  (D 


Cfl  £ 

8  4) 
03 
n  aj 
u  4) 
Vh  03 


uuninttnimm  •  \  'T1<TV'T 


R-  ,  .  ,  1  Legitimate  ...  404  Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1909  ...  22480 

lr  s  m  e  >ear  ^  illegitimate  8  Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages  ...  245 
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Shewing  the  number  of  Deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the  District  from  1894 

up  to  and  including  1909. 
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TABLE  VII. 

Quarterly  Distribution  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  with 
the  Deaths  therefrom. 


NOTIFIABLE.— Cases  and  Deaths  therefrom. 


Disease. 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Whole  Year. 

Quarter. 

Quarter. 

Quarter. 

Quarter. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Small  Pox 

Cholera 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Diphtheria  and 

Membranous  Croup 

11 

5 

6 

16 

38 

Erysipelas... 

1 

3 

2 

2 

8 

.  .  . 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

17 

9 

16 

17 

59 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

... 

2 

6 

9 

1 

Continued  Fever 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

Relapsing  Fever 
Puerperal  ... 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

1 

Total  ... 

31 

17 

26 

41 

115 

3 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  — 

Deaths 

only. 

Measles 

1 

4 

5 

Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea  ... 

... 

1 

2 

... 

3 

Influenza  ... 

2 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

4 

Phthisis 

4 

7 

6 

6 

23 

Total  ... 

7 

14 

8 

6 

35 

North  Sub-District.  TABLE  VIII. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATION  ACTS. 


><i 


w 

m 

<l 


E-i 

O 

< 

O 

►H 

Eh 

< 

O 

i— i 

Ph 
i— i 
EH 
O 

w 

w 

02 

<1 

W 

W2 

h-l 

fi 


02 

& 

O 

i— i 

Eh 

O 

W 

Ph 


-ti 

O 

•  t—i 

U 

4-3 

(fl 

•  H 

Q 

xi 

4-3 

3 

o 

m 


<u 

X 


s 

o 


e/5 

x 

03 

<D 

T3 

<U 

X 


X 

C 

cj 


U 

< 

0J 

> 

o 

X 

ci 

<D 

X 


i— I 

<D 

X 

5 


<U 

X 

4— I 

o 


C/5 

<U 

co 

rt 

o 


c 

o 


a 

x 


CO 

Cj 

<D 

C/5 


Q 


x 

x 

o 


.2 

X 

CJ 

o 

l— 

ctf 

Oh 


<U 

X 


bfl 

£ 

<L> 

X 

C/5 


X 

cj 

E- 


Table  showing  Parochial  Distribution  of  Deaths,  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  and  Cancer. 
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N.B. — The  death  from  Enteric  Fever  in  the  Workhous  was  a  resident  of  Plymstock. 


TABLE  XI. 

Table  showing  Parochial  Distribution  of  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  Phthisis,  and  Cancer— (continued). 
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METHODS  OF  DEALING  WITH  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  Infectious  Diseases’  Notification  Act  and  the  Infectious 
Diseases’  Prevention  Act  are  in  force  in  the  district.  Immedi¬ 
ately  I  receive  a  notification  of  an  infectious  disease  I  send 
printed  instructions  (applicable  to  the  notified  disease)  to  the 
householder,  and  this  is  followed  by  a  visit  from  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  supplies  disinfectants  and  sees  that  the  patient 
is  isolated  as  well  as  the  circumstances  of  the  house  will  permit, 
and  in  cases  where  I  deem  it  advisable  I  urge  the  removal  of 
the  patient  to  the  Plymouth  Infectious  Diseases’  Hospital,  with 
the  owners  of  which  the  District  Council  have  an  agreement 
by  which  patients  can  be  taken  there  at  a  charge  of  J~2  2s. 
per  week  and  cost  of  ambulance.  In  such  cases,  as  it  seems 
necessary,  I  also  visit  the  house  and  impress  the  importance 
of  attention  to  the  printed  instructions.  Where  an  epidemic 
appears  I  have  public  notices  fixed  in  the  neighbourhood.  So 
soon  as  the  patient  has  recovered,  or  been  removed,  measures 
for  disinfection  are  carried  out.  The  measures  employed  are 
fumigation  of  rooms  and  bedding  and  clothes  with  sulphur  or 
formalin,  washing  of  floor  and  clothes  in  “  sanitary  fluid  ”  and 
when  necessary,  destruction  of  infectious  bedding  and  clothes. 
Disinfectants  (fluid  and  soap)  are  supplied  gratuitously  from 
certain  specified  stations  throughout  the  district.  For  list  of 
these  stations  see  last  page  of  this  report. 

The  facts  mentioned  under  the  paragraphs  relating  to  scarlet 
fever  and  diphtheria  prove  that  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  the 
directions  as  to  isolation  are  obeyed,  and  that  the  measures  taken 
for  disinfection  are  generally  successful. 

Small  Pox.  For  dealing  with  cases  of  this  disease  the 
Council  possesses  a  good  hospital. 
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The  hospital  is  a  well-constructed  building  of  wood  and 
iron,  and  situated  in  an  isolated  position  on  the  road  between 
Lee  Mill  Bridge  and  Sparkwell.  It  has  four  separate  pavilions 
with  connecting  passages,  and  there  are  two  large  wards  with 
four  beds  each,  and  two  small  observation  wards  with  two  beds 
each  ;  in  addition  there  is  an  administrative  block  with  rooms 
for  the  doctor,  the  matron,  and  the  nurses.  There  is  also 
a  detached  building  appropriately  divided  as  a  mortuary,  an 
ambulance  shed,  a  fumigating  chamber,  and  a  wash-house. 

There  is  a  good  well  in  the  adjoining  land  from  which 
properly  distributed  cold  and  hot  water  supplies  are  carried 
throughout  the  building.  Each  ward  is  provided  with  its  own 
bath-room  and  closet. 


There  is  also  a  caretaker’s  cottage  occupied  by  a  man  and 
his  wife,  who  are  under  obligation  to  act  (when  occasion  arises) 
respectively  as  attendant  and  cook. 


Offensive  Trades.  There  is  a  factory  at  Batten  (Plymstock) 
for  the  manufacture  of  manure  from  fish  offal,  and  there  are 
occasional  complaints  as  to  bad  smells  therefrom.  Although 
I  sympathise  with  the  complainants,  yet  I  am  at  present  unable  to 
advise  any  legal  action  being  taken,  as  the  factory  is  one  of  those 
which  is  especially  allowed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  recognised 
as  a  necessary  evil.  There  is,  of  course,  a  limit  to  the  “  nuisance  ” 
which  such  a  factory  is  allowed  to  produce,  and  my  efforts  have 
been  given  to  keep  such  within  the  prescribed  limits.  During  the 
year  the  owners  have  carried  out  structural  alterations  which  will* 
I  think,  lessen  the  cause  for  complaints. 

I  get  occasional  complaints  as  to  the  carting  and  storing  of 
offensive  material,  and  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  two  of  the  County  Council  Bye-laws.  They  are  : 
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“  No  person  shall  carry  or  convey  through  or  along  any 
street  or  public  place  any  offensive  offal,  unless  the  same  be 
properly  covered.’’ 

“  No  person  shall  throw  or  lay  any  dirt,  litter  or  ashes,  or  night 
soil,  or  any  carrion,  fish,  offal,  or  rubbish,  on  any  street ;  or 
cause,  or  permit  any  offensive  matters,  to  run  from  any 
manufactory,  brewery,  slaughter  house,  butchers  shop,  or 
dunghill  into  any  street.” 

The  enforcement  of  these  Bye-laws  would  provide  a  prompt 
remedy,  for  it  is  to  be  noticed  that  no  proof  of  “  legal  nuisance  ”  is 
necessary.  The  offence  is  described  simply  and  clearly,  and  the 
only  thing  to  be  proved  would  be  the  fact  of  doing  what  is  forbid¬ 
den.  One  of  the  dangers  which  belong  to  manure  being  stored 
too  long  is  the  fact  that  such  heaps  provide  an  effective  breeding 
ground  for  the  common  fly,  and  it  is  becoming  incieasingly 
recognised  that  such  flies  are  an  important  factor  in  the 
dissemination  of  such  diseases  as  Infantile  Diarrhoea,  Enteric 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Cholera,  etc  A  few  minutes  observation  will 
easily  show  how  constantly  flies  travel  between  manure  heaps  and 
food,  and  especially  to  meat  and  milk  ;  in  fact  this  is  recognised 
by  the  dairyman  and  butcher,  who  are  most  anxious  to  keep  flies 
away  from  these  articles.  There  is,  unfortunately,  not  so  much 
care  shewn  in  the  domestic  storage  of  food,  and  it  is  by  no  means 
uncommon  to  find  meat  and  milk  exposed  freely  to  the  crowd  of 
flies  which  are  found  in  the  warm  kitchens,  or  improperly-ventilated 
larders. 

Pigs  are  in  some  places  kept  in  large  numbers,  and  the  Council 
is  at  present,  taking  action  with  regard  to  two  complaints  which 
have  been  received  of  offensive  smells  therefrom. 


Scavenging.  This  is  done  by  contracts  applicable  to  certain 
villages,  and  on  the  whole  is  satisfactorily  done. 


For  Oreston,  Pomphlett,  and  Billacombe,  in  the  Parish  of 
Plymstock,  the  Council  has  provided  a  special  iron  cart,  and 
I  think  a  similar  arrangement  would  be  of  great  advantage  for 
the  other  parts. 

Public  collections  are  made  as  follows  : — 


Plympton  St.  Mary 

Ridgeway 

every  Tuesday. 

Underwood 

„  Thursday. 

Colebrook 

,,  Friday. 

Plympton  St.  Maurice 

every  Wednesday. 

Plymstock 

Oreston 

Pomphlett 

Billacombe 

Hooe 

Turnchapel 

Three  times  a 
week. 

Compton 

... 

once  a  week 

St.  Budeaux 

Crownhill  and 

three  times 

Honicknowle 

a  week. 

The  Crownhill  Barracks  and 
The  Crownhill  Hutments 
The  Laira  Battery 

The  Married  Quarters  at  Crabtree  and 
Forts  Efford,Egg  Buckland,Ernesettle, 
Agaton,  Woodlands,  and  Knowles 


Three  times 
a  week  or 
oftener  if 
necessary. 


Bye-Laws.  The  Council  possess  powers  with  Bye-Laws 
applicable  to — 

New  Buildings. 

Alteration  of  Buildings. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 
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I  am  very  sorry  that  the  proposed  new  Bye-laws  have  not  yet 
been  established.  It  is  quite  time  that  they  were,  for  at  present 
there  is  much  uncertainty  about  them.  The  Committee  has  given 
much  time  and  consideration  to  this,  and  I  feel  most  strongly 
that  further  delay  is  inexcusable. 

Slaughter  Houses  : 

There  are  16  in  the  district.  They  have  been  inspected,  and, 
with  two  exceptions,  found  to  be  fairly  well  kept.  In  one  case 
pigs  were  being  kept  in  the  fasting  house,  but  under  “  notice  of 
abatement  ”  they  were  removed.  One  slaughter  house  has  been 
condemned  as  being  structurally  bad  and  generally  unfit  for  use. 
In  consequence  of  this,  plans  for  a  new  one  have  been  submitted 
to  the  Works  Committee.  I  hope  the  coming  year  will  see  the 
adoption  of  revised  bye-laws,  under  which  “  annual  licensing  ” 
will  become  necessary. 
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Factory  and  Workshop  Act  1901. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  number  of  Factories  and 
Workshops  on  the  register  was  101.  During  the  year  three  have 
been  closed,  whilst  eleven  have  been  added.  The  total  now  regis¬ 
tered  is  109.  Everyone  of  these  has  been  visited  and  inspected 
once,  nineteen  have  been  inspected  twice,  and  one  three  times,  the 
actual  number  of  inspections  was  therefore  130.  In  the  great 
majority  of  cases  I  found  the  workplaces  in  a  satisfactory  condition, 
and  no  actual  prosecution  has  been  necessary  to  remedy  such 
defects  as  were  discovered,  although  I  have,  in  some  instances, 
had  to  threaten  such  prosecution.  Some  of  the  defects  discovered 
have  not  yet  been  remedied,  but  I  have  good  reason  for  thinking 
that  my  notices  will  be  complied  with  during  the  coming  year. 

As  in  previous  years, “  Failure  to  affix  an  Abstract  of  the  Factory 
Act,”  was  numerically  the  chief  legal  defect  discovered.  This  is 
entirely  due  to  carelessness.  I  often  found  instances  in  which 
such  an  abstract  was  missing  although  I  had  noted  the  fact  that  it 
was  present  on  the  previous  inspection.  The  next  most  frequent 
defect  was  “  want  of  Whitewash.”  It  is  really  very  difficult  in 
some  of  the  smaller  bakehouses  to  keep  the  walls  and  ceilings 
white,  especially  in  those  in  which  the  fire  is  not  stoked  from  the 
outside.  The  most  serious  defects  discovered  were  those  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  closet  accommodation,  but  I  am  glad  to  say 
these  are  comparatively  few  in  number. 

The  Workshops  are  classified  as  follows : — 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  •••  31 

Laundries  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Dressmakers,  Milliners  or  Tailors  ...  ...  13 

Carpenters,  Wheelwrights  and  Coachbuilders  ...  16 

Saddlers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Blacksmiths  and  Plumbers  ...  ...  •••  19 

Brickworks  ...  ...  •••  •••  3 

Flour  Mills  ...  ...  •••  •••  2 

Various  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  10 
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Weather  and  Rainfall  during  1909.  For  the  records  of 
the  rainfall  I  am  indebted  to  Miss  Glanville,  ofLangham  Hall, 
to  R.  H.  Clay,  Esq.,  of  Wembury  House,  to  the  Rev.  E.  S. 
Powell,  of  Holbeton,  and  to  Victor  Prigg,  Esq.,  C.E.,  of 
Plymouth.  For  the  account  of  the  year’s  weather,  I  have 
again  to  thank  Miss  Glanville. 

The  last  10  days  of  January  were  sunny,  with  cold  N.  and  N.W. 
winds.  February  was  very  dry  with  cold  E.  winds  from  6th  to  24th. 
iMarch  was  a  very  wet  month.  April  was  dry  until  the  11th,  but 
after  that  date  showery.  May  was  dry  up  to  the  23rd,  and 
pleasant,  although  rain  was  wanted  before  it  came.  June  brought 
changeable  weather  with  little  sun.  July  was  marked  by  a  good 
deal  of  fog  ;  there  were  only  three  days,  the  18th,  19th,  and  20th, 
which  could  be  called  good  hay-making  weather.  In  August  from 
the  7th  to  16th,  the  heat  was  greater  than  it  has  been  for  many 
years  ;  on  seven  days  the  temperature  ran  up  to  over  80  degrees. 
In  September  there  was  no  hot  weather,  but  it  was  pleasant, 
especially  from  the  14th  to  the  19th.  October  was  an  extremely 
wet  month.  November  was  dry  and  bright.  December  was  very 
wet  with  much  fog. 


L. H.  Langham  Hall.  W. — Wembury  House.  H. — Holbeton  Vicarage.  P. — Plymouth. 
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NOTES  ON  THE  EXISTING  SANITARY  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  VARIOUS  PARTS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


TO  BE  READ  IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Note. — I  have  placed  at  the  beginning  of  the  paragraph 
relating  to  each  parish  the  following  particulars  : — 

Area  of  land  in  acres  designated  by  “  Area.” 

Population  as  estimated  for  1909  designated  “  Pop.” 

Assessable  value  for  Poor  rate  purposes  designated  by  “  P.R.” 
Assessable  value  for  Special  Sanitary  Purposes  designated  by 
“Sp.  San.  P.” 

Total  amount  for  which  precepts  have  been  issued  during  the 
year  for  Special  Sanitary  Purposes  designated  by  “  Exp.” 

N.B. — 'Fhese  precepts  are  only  issued  when  the  amount 
required  demands  a  rate  of  Id.  in  the  or  when  the  amount 
required  is  at  least  ^'10. 

Amount  which  represents  the  value  of  a  special  sanitary 
rate  of  a  Id.  in  the  jQ  designated  by  “  M.” 


BICKLEIGH. 

Area  2359.  Pop.  310.  P.R.  ^4040.  Sp.  San.  P.  ^2321. 
Exp.  Nil.  M.  £9  13s.  5d. 

The  WATER  SUPPLY  of  the  villages  of  Bickleigh  and 
Roborough  is  very  good,  as  it  is  derived  from  the  Plymouth 
mains  which  pass  through  them. 
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DRAINAGE.  Roborough  is  badly  drained  ;  the  sewers 
empty  into  cess-pits,  which  are  very  near  the  houses.  A  good 
system  of  drainage  could  easily  be  constructed,  and  an  admir¬ 
able  site  for  irrigation  could  be  chosen. 

During  the  year  an  interview  has  been  held  with  the  agent  of 
the  chief  owner  of  the  village,  and  I  hope  the  result  will  be  the 
granting  of  facilities  for  carrying  out  the  suggested  drainage 
system. 

Bickleigh.  There  are  no  public  sewers  here,  nor  are  any 
desirable,  as  the  sewage  from  each  house  is  disposed  of 
satisfactorily. 


BRIXTON. 

Area  3124.  Pop.  770  P.R.  ^4851.  Sp.  San.  P.  ^3784, 
Exp.  ^10.  M.  ^15  15s.  4d. 

The  public  WATER  SUPPLY  is  derived  from  a  moderately 
deep  well,  and  reaches  the  villagers  through  two  public  pumps. 
The  well  yielded  enough  water  for  ordinary  domestic  purposes, 
but  is  insufficient  to  effectively  flush  the  sewers,  which  has  to  be 
done  occasionally  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  new  sewers 
which  have  been  laid  down  have  undoubtedly  lessened  the  risk 
of  pollution  which  this  well  has  hitherto  been  subjected  to,  but 
still  the  condition  is  not  so  satisfactory  as  I  could  wish,  and  I 
should  therefore  like  to  see  an  increased  and  improved  supply. 

The  western  part  of  the  village  is  well  sewered,  the  sewers  being 
of  modern  construction  and  discharging  into  a  well-made  tank, 
which  works  on  the  septic  system.  The  effluent  is  always  good, 
clear,  and  inodorous.  The  eastern  part  of  the  village  has  sewers 
of  obsolete  pattern  (in  which  chokages  are  common),  and  which 
discharge  into  two  cess-pits,  in  two  separate  fields  These  cess¬ 
pits  are  emptied  as  occasion  demands,  whilst  the  effluent  is 
irrigated  over  the  adjoining  land.  I  suggest  that  these  old  sewers 
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should  be  thoroughly  examined,  and  if,  as  is  probable,  they  are 
shewn  to  be  defective,  that  they  should  be  relaid,  and  that  an 
extension  of  them  be  made  so  that  the  houses  in  the  Park  could 
be  properly  drained. 

Torre,  Coombe,  and  Hornicombe.  These  hamlets 
are  provided  with  good  and  ample  supply  of  water,  which 
is  distributed  through  public  taps. 

In  neither  of  them  is  there  any  sewage  system,  and 
as  all  the  houses  have  gardens  attached,  I  don’t  think 
one  is  desirable. 

Spriddlestone.  WATER  SUPPLY  is  from  a  public 
pump,  fixed  over  a  shallow  well.  The  yield  is  sufficient, 
and  I  have  not  yet  found  any  suspicion  of  impurity. 

There  is  one  public  sewer  for  the  discharge  of  slop 
water  into  the  adjoining  orchard. 


COMPTON. 

Area  167  Pop  430  PR  £2648  Sp  San  P  2472 
Exp  £230  M  ,-£10  6s  Od 

The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  very  good,  being  from  the 
Plymouth  mains. 

THE  DRAINAGE.  Generally  speaking  the  house  drains 
and  sewers  are  good.  The  whole  of  the  sewage  is  now  dealt  with 
in  the  tanks  at  Egg  Buckland. 

CORNWOOD. 

Area  10,087.  Pop.  1000.  P.R.  £9934.  Sp.  San.  P.  5292. 
Exp.  £25.  M.  £22  Is.  Od. 

WATER  SUPPLY  is  very  good  from  the  public  works.  It 
is  taken  from  deep  springs  situated  on  the  fringe  of  Dartmoor, 
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and  after  being  collected  in  a  reservoir  is  distributed  throughout 
the  village  by  stand  pipes.  In  a  few  cases  householders  have 
taken  it  into  their  houses. 

The  villages  of  Corntown  and  Puttypool  also  obtain  water 
from  this  source. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  is  well  sewered,  the  drain  dis¬ 
charging  into  a  cess-pit,  from  which  the  effluent  is  irrigated  over 
grass  land. 


Lutton.  WATER  SUPPLY. — Very  good  from  public 
works.  The  water  rises  from  uncultivated  upland  sources, 
and  is  thence  piped  to  a  reservoir  and  distributed  through 
the  village  from  stand  pipes.  It  is  somewhat  doubtful  if 
the  main  pipe  through  the  village  is  of  sufficient  size. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  is  sewered,  and  the  sewage  is 
piped  to  two  cess-pits,  from  which  it  is  irrigated  over  grass  lands. 


EGG  BUCKLAND. 

Area  3265  Pop  1280  PR  £  12,403  Sp  San  P  .£8506 
Exp  .£450  M  ,£35  8s.  lOd. 

The  public  WATER  SUPPLY  is  very  good.  The  District 
Council,  by  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  have  an 
arrangement  with  the  Plymouth  Town  Council,  by  which  the 
village  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Plymouth  mains. 
The  total  number  now  connected  with  the  mains  is  59  including 
14  supplied  by  meter. 

During  the  year  an  efficient  water  supply  has  been 
established  for  the  hamlet  of  Riverford.  The  supply  has 
been  an  ample  one,  and  yielded  an  overflow  even  during 
the  dry  season. 
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The  DRAINAGE.  This  village  is  well  sewered,  and  the 
sewage  is  conducted,  together  with  that  of  Compton  Gifford, 
to  sewage  treatment  tanks,  from  which  the  effluent  passes 
into  the  Laira  estuary  at  Longbridge. 

The  tanks  are  in  charge  of  an  attendant,  and  up  to  the 
present  are  working  satisfactorily,  but  I  think  they  require  more 
supervision.  The  effluent  is  good. 

ERMINGTON 

Area  4928.  Pop.  860.  P.R.  ^,5954.  Sp.  San.  P.  ^4012. 

Exp.  ;£100.  M.  £16  14s.  4d. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  The  public  supply  is  from  a  well  which 
yields  plenty  of  water,  which  is  piped  to  a  public  tap.  There 
are  several  other  private  wells  in  the  village.  The  public  well  is 
situated  so  near  to  the  graveyard  that  I  have  at  intervals  analysed 
the  water,  but  have  found  no  reason  as  yet  to  doubt  its  purity. 
In  spite  of  this,  however,  I  think  efforts  should  be  made  to  provide 
a  public  supply  sufficient  in  quantity  to  distribute  throughout  the 
village,  especially  as  many  of  the  houses  are  provided  with  water 
closets. 

DRAINAGE.  For  this  purpose  the  village  is  divided  into  two 
parts,  an  eastern  and  a  western.  For  the  western  division  a  new 
system  of  drains  and  sewage  tank  were  constructed  in  1903,  and 
I  cannot  but  repeat  my  previous  advice  that  the  field  in  which  the 
tank  is  situated  should  be  acquired  by  the  Council  even  if  com¬ 
pulsory  powers  have  to  be  applied  for,  as  without  full  control  of 
the  field  it  is  impossible  to  deal  satisfactorily  with  the  sewage. 

Westlake.  A  well-laid  system  of  sewers  has  been 
constructed.  They  d'scharge  into  a  tank  from  which  the 
effluent  is  irrigated  over  the  adjoining  land.  This  will  now 
enable  several  houses  to  be  efficiently  drained. 

Langbrook.  The  proposal  which  has  been  made  for 
protecting  the  Water  Supply  of  this  hamlet  should  be 
enforced  as  the  open  well  is  subject  to  dangerous  pollution 
from  storm  water. 
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HARFORD. 

Area  3318  Pop.  150  PR  ,£1936  Sp  San  P  Exp  Nil 
There  is  no  public  water  supply  as  the  houses  all  have  good 
and  independent  supplies,  either  derived  from  upland  surface 
moor  streams  or  springs.  The  parish  is  also  happy  in  having  no 
drainage  scheme,  nor  is  there  any  necessity  for  one. 


HOLBETON. 

Area  4627  Pop  810  P  R  ,£5159  Sp  San  P  ,£3988 
Exp  Nil  M  £16  12s.  6d. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  This  is  satisfactory  both  in  quality 
and  quantity.  It  is  obtained  from  springs  situated  in  the  land 
adjoining  the  village.  One  of  these  springs  is  situated  at  a  much 
lower  level  than  the  other,  and  the  water  therefrom  is  lifted  by  a 
windmill  to  a  reservoir,  from  which  it  is  distributed  throughout 
the  village.  The  water  supply  of  the  village  has,  in  the  past  been 
maintained  by  the  chief  land  owner,  H.  Mildmay,  Esq.,  but 
negotiations  are  now  in  progress  by  which  the  full  control  of  it 
will  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  District  Council. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  is  well  sewered,  and  the  sewage 
is  efficiently  and  safely  disposed  ot  by  surface  irrigation. 


NEWTON  FERRERS. 

Area  3326.  Pop.  720  P.R.  £4039.  Sp.  San.  P.  £3187 
Exp.  ,£10.  M.  .£13  5s.  7d. 

WATER  SUPPLY:— The  great  event  of  the  year  has  been 
the  enquiry  into  the  proposed  scheme  by  the  Local  Government 
Board.  This  enquiry  was  held  in  July  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Bright  more 
and  was  a  very  exhaustive  one,  evidence  for  and  against  the 
scheme  being  very  ably  put.  The  chief  points  put  forward  for  the 
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scheme  were: — That  a  scheme  was  urgently  required,  that  the 
District  Council  had  for  many  years  been  engaged  in  the  question 
and  that  the  scheme  now  suggested  was  the  best  that  could  be 
produced,  and  that  if  it  were  sanctioned  the  needs  of  Newton 
Ferrers  would  be  fully  satisfied  for  a  long  period  of  years.  Against 
the  scheme  it  was  urged  that  it  was  unduly  expensive  and  that  there 
was  no  certainty  of  the  yield  being  as  good  or  as  regular  as  the 
District  Council  said.  The  final  result  of  the  enquiry  is  shewn  in 
the  following  letter  wffiich  was  received  irom  the  L.G.  Board  in 
November : — 

“  I  am  directed  by  the  L.G.  Board  to  state  that  they 
have  had  under  consideration  the  report  of  their  Inspector, 
Mr.  Brightmore  with  reference  to  the  application  of  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Plympton  St.  Mary  for  sanction 
to  borrow  ^3707  for  purposes  of  water  supply  for  the 
parish  of  Newton  Ferrers. 

Upon  the  evidence  at  present  before  them,  the  Board 
are  not  satisfied  that  the  proposed  source  of  supply  would 
be  suitable  either  as  regards  the  quantity  or  quality  of  the 
water.  If  it  is  proposed  to  proceed  with  the  present 
scheme,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  District  Council  to 
furnish  the  Board  wuth  evidence  as  to  the  keeping  properties 
of  the  water,  and  also  as  to  the  quantity  available  from  this 
source  as  ascertained  by  proper  gaugings  extending  over  a 
period  of  not  less  than  14  days  when  the  yield  was  at  its 
lowest. 

The  Board  are  advised  that  the  correct  gauging  of  the 
yield  for  the  proposed  source  of  supply,  presents  somewhat 
unusual  difficulties  and  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  consult 
an  engineer  who  has  had  considerable  experience  in  gauging 
the  yield  from  sources  of  a  similar  nature. 

The  Board  understand  that  as  an  alternative  to  the 
present  scheme,  it  might  be  possible  to  obtain  a  satisfactory 
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supply  for  Newton  Ferrers  from  the  proposed  new  source 
for  Plympton,  and  they  direct  me  to  enquire  whether  the 
Rural  District  Council  have  considered  this  alternative.  It 
would  appear  that  a  scheme  for  supplying  Newton  Ferrers 
from  the  Plympton  source  would  have  the  advantage  of 
enabling  a  supply  to  be  given  to  the  village  of  Brixton, 
which  is  apparently  in  need  of  an  increased  and  improved 
water  supply.  I  am  to  add  that  only  a  short  period  would 
be  allowed  for  the  repayment  of  any  loan  which  might  be 
sanctioned  for  the  purchase  of  such  of  the  existing  water¬ 
works  in  Newton  Ferrers  as  might  finally  be  incorporated 
in  a  scheme. 


I  am  also  to  state,  in  reference  to  the  fact  that  it  is  pro¬ 
posed  under  the  present  scheme  to  construct  the  reservoir 
of  re-enforced  concrete,  that  the  period  for  the  repayment 
of  a  loan  for  this  work  would  not  exceed  10  years.  The 
question  of  adopting  concrete  or  brickwork  designs,  there¬ 
fore,  except  perhaps  for  the  roof,  should  be  considered.” 


This  letter  has  been  considered  by  the  Rural  District  Council, 
and  has  been  referred  to  the  Parishioners  of  Newton  Ferrers. 
I  am  at  present  unable  to  report  any  definite  decision  on  the 
matter,  but  it  is  difficult  to  foresee  any  other  result  than  the 
abandonment  of  the  proposed  scheme,  It  is  a  serious  matter 
for  the  parish,  and  I  think  it  proves  the  futility  of  attempting 
to  provide  a  scheme  by  which  sufficient  water  shall  be  obtained 
from  within  the  parish.  The  sooner  this  is  recognised  the  better 
for  all,  as  much  money  and  valuable  time  have  been  spent  in  the 
endeavour  to  satisfy  the  prejudices  and  opinions  of  the 
parishioners.  It  is  easy  to  be  “  wise  after  the  event,”  but  surely 
the  people  of  Newton  Ferrers  must,  by  this  time,  be  full  of  regrets 
for  what  might  have  been,  for  there  was  a  time  when  they  might 
have  had  an  ample  supply  of  water  from  Revelstoke  it  they  had 
not  been  misled  by  some  local  agitators. 
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DRAINAGE.  The  village  is  sewered  but  the  sewers  are  very 
insufficiently  (lushed,  especially  during  the  summer,  when  they 
want  it  most.  The  outfall  is  into  the  Newton  Creek,  a  part  of 
the  River  Yealm. 

There  is  room  for  much  improvement  here,  but  I  feel  it  is 
premature  to  suggest  anything  until  the  water  question  is  solved. 

Torre  Village.  WATER  SUPPLY.  Quality  good, 
and  distributed  through  the  village  by  standpipes.  A  long 
standing  dispute  as  to  paymtnt  of  water  rates  by  some 
householders  who  have  water  laid  on  to  their  houses  has 
been  settled. 

DRAINAGE.  There  is  no  system  of  sewers.  The  closets  are 
on  the  dry  earth  and  cess  pit  system. 


PLYMPTON  ST.  MARY 

Area  10,353  Pop  4425  P  R  £34,124  Sp  San  P  ,£29,020 
Exp  £150  M  £120  18s.  4d. 

The  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY  is  excellent,  and  is  well 
distributed  throughout  Ridgeway,  Colebrook,  Underwood, 
and  Hemerdon.  It  is  derived  from  Bottle  Hill  on  the  borders 
of  Dartmoor,  being  collected  from  adits  driven  into  the 
hillside.  The  actual  number  of  connections  is  now  858  of 
which  731  are  house  connections,  whilst  35  are  through  meters. 

During  the  year  the  negotiations  for  the  acquisition  of  the  im¬ 
portant  new  supply  at  Lee  Moor  have  been  brought  to  a 
successful  issue,  and  on  September  22nd  a  Local  Government 
Board  Enquiry  was  held  at  Plympton,  for  sanction  to  borrow 
£5,400,  the  estimated  cost  of  the  work.  I  am  glad  to  say  such 
sanction  was  granted,  and  the  work  is  now  in  actual  progress. 
By  this  scheme  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  soft  water  direct  from 
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the  granite,  estimated  to  be  at  least  190,000  gallons  per  day  will  be 
added  to  the  existing  supply  at  Bottle  Hill.  This  will  meet  all 
possible  demands  tor  many  yeats  to  come,  and  it  is  a  matter  of 
great  congratulation  that  all  tears  of  any  recurrence  of  shortage  of 
water  in  the  parishes  of  Plvmpton  St.  Mary,  Plympton  St. 
Maurice  and  Plymstock  are  now  removed.  The  supply  now  to 
be  obtained  is  so  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity  that  it  is  a 
significant  fact  that  the  Local  Government  Board  in  their  letter 
refusing  sanction  to  the  proposed  scheme  for  Newton  Ferrers, 
have  actually  suggested  the  possibility  of  supplying  not  only  that 
parish,  but  also  che  village  of  Brixton  from  the  same  source. 

Lee  Mill  and  Smithaleigh.  Here  there  is  a  good 
public  supply  taken  from  springs  situated  in  pasture  land. 
It  is  well  distributed.  During  the  year,  the  tanks  and 
intake  pipe  have  been  improved. 

Mount  Pleasant.  Here  there  is  a  public  pump  and 
well. 

Venton.  The  west  end  of  this  village  has  water  from 
a  public  well  and  pump.  The  east  end  is  from  a  small 
spring,  whence  the  water  is  piped  to  a  tank.  Both  supplies 
have  proved  satisfactory. 

Sparkwell.  The  public  water  supply  is  a  satisfactory 
one.  It  is  derived  from  a  deep  well,  from  which  the 
water  is  conveyed  to  a  reservoir  and  thence  distributed  to 
various  stand  pipes  in  the  village.  It  is  also  taken  into  a 
few  of  the  houses.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  portion 
of  the  adit  to  the  well  fell  in.  It  has  now  been  properly 
shored  up. 

DRAINAGE.  Ridgeway,  Colebrook,  and  Underwood 
have  a  system  of  sewers  from  which  the  sewage  is  disposed  of  by 
irrigation  over  grass  land. 
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Hemerdon.  This  is  sewered,  and  the  sewage  disposed 
of  by  land  irrigation. 

Lee  Mill.  The  village  is  well  sewered,  the  sewers 
discharging  into  a  public  cess-pit,  from  which  the 
effluent  is  irrigated  over  the  land.  During  the  year  another 
part  of  the  main  sewer  has  been  re-iaid,  and  the  outfall 
from  the  cess-pit  is  about  to  be  moved  further  off. 

Venton.  This  is  partly  sewered,  the  remaining  part 
has  earth  closets. 

Sparkwell.  This  is  sewered,  the  sewage  is  discharged 
directly  on  to  the  land  and  is  disposed  of  by  irrigation. 


PLYMPTON  ST.  MAURICE. 

Area  232  Pop  1170  PR  ,£3553  Sp  San  P  ,£3344 
Exp.  ,£50  M  £13  18s.  8d. 

WATER  SUPPLY  is  excellent  in  quantity  and  quality,  being 
from  the  same  source  as  that  of  Plympton  St.  Mary,  q.v. 

DRAINAGE.  The  sewers  are  part  of  the  same  system  as 
that  of  Plympton  St.  Mary.  I  suggest  an  examination  of  these 
sewers,  and  a  full  report  on  their  condition. 

For  account  of  work  done  in  this  parish,  see  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report. 

PLYMSTOCK. 

Area  3556.  Pop.  4120.  P.R.  £14820.  Sp.  San.  P.  ,£13010. 
Exp.  500.  M.  £'54  4s.  2d. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  It  is  derived  from  the  same  source  as 
that  of  Plympton  St.  Mary,  and  the  mains  are  distributed  through¬ 
out  the  whole  of  the  parish  except  the  village  of  Staddiscombe. 
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During  the  year  G  additional  houses  have  been  supplied 
with  water. 

On  December  31st  the  total  number  of  houses  connected  with 
the  mains  was  596,  whilst  other  connections  (including  houses 
and  establishments  having  meters)  bring  the  full  total  to  691. 

The  Sanction  which  the  L.G.  Board  has  given  for  the 
additional  water  supply  is  highly  gratifying,  and  will  enable  the 
future  needs  of  the  parish  to  be  fully  met. 

In  Staddiscombe  there  are^  three  public^  pumps 
placed  in  convenient  positions  and  yielding  good 
supply  of  water. 

In  Turnchapel  there  are  also  two  public  taps  which 
supply  water  from  a  well  under  the  control  of  the  Council. 

In  Oreston  and  Plymstock  there  are  public  pumps 
which  yield  fair  supplies  of  water. 

DRAINAGE.  Pomphlett,  Oreston,  Lower 
Hooe,  and  Turnchapel  are  all  sewered  and  discharge 
their  sewage  into  the  Cattewater.  Some  of  the  houses  are 
in  want  of  improvements  as  to  closet  accommodation. 

During  the  year  the  outfall  sewer  at  Pomphlett  has  been 
relaid. 

Plymstock.  In  this  village  there  is  a  good  public 
sewer  which  discharges  into  a  deep  cess-pit,  from  which 
the  sewage  is  efficiently  disposed  of,  as  occasion  demands, 
on  the  adjoining  land.  A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for 
the  more  complete  drainage  of  the  village,  and  I  suggest 
that  a  provisional  agreement  should  be  entered  into  with 
the  chief  landlord,  who  is,  I  am  told,  disposed  to  act 
generously,  for  although  there  is  no  pressing  need  loi  a 
sewage  scheme,  yet  I  am  sure  there  would  be  a  great 
development  in  the  neighbourhood  if  such  a  scheme  were 
in  existence. 
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Elburton.  For  drainage  purposes  the  engineer  has 
divided  this  neighbourhood  into  two  natural  drainage 
areas,  the  one  drains  towards  Brixton  ;  whilst  the  other 
goes  towards  Billacombe.  It  is  fortunate  that  this 
division  also  roughly  corresponds  with  the  degree  of 
urgency  which  there  is  for  the  drainage  of  the  two  areas, 
for  it  is  in  the  old  village  of  Elburton  that  the  most 
dangerous  conditions  exist,  and  these  will  be  effectively 
dealt  with  by  the  scheme  which  Mr.  Clark  has  prepared, 
and  by  which  scheme  the  sewage  will  be  piped  to  a  field 
adjoining  the  Brixton  road  and  there  dealt  with  in  properly 
designed  tanks.  During  the  year  the  negotiations  for  the 
provisional  purchase  of  this  field  have  been  completed  and 
the  scheme  of  drainage  is  now  before  the  L.G.  Board,  I 
therefore  hope  the  work  will  be  carried  out  in  the  coming 
year. 

Billacombe,  Higher  Hooe,  and  Staddiscombe. 

In  these  villages  there  are  no  public  sewers  for  reception 
of  anything  but  slop  water. 

The  majoiity  of  the  houses,  except  those  which  possess 
cess-pits,  are  supplied  with  earth  closets,  which  as  a  rule' 
are  kept  in  a  wholesome  condition.  In  Billacombe  the 
scavenger  removes  the  contents  of  the  earth  closets 
regularly,  in  the  other  villages  the  householders  dispose  of 
it  on  their  gardens. 

Complaints  are  at  times  received  as  to  the  insufficient 
scavenging  at  Billacombe.  I  would  much  like  to  see  the 
present  earth  closets  replaced  by  water  closets  if  a  scheme 
of  drainage  could  be  devised,  as  I  find  the  cottagers  are  far 
too  careless  about  the  pail  closets. 

REVELSTOKE. 

Area  1544  Pop  400  P  R  ^"1290  Sp  San  P 
Exp  Nil  M 

The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  good  in  quality  and  quantity.  It  is 
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distributed  by  iron  mains  to  stand  pipes.  That  at  Bridge  End 
should  be  better  protected. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  of  Noss  Mayo  is  sewered,  but 
several  closets  are  on  the  earth-bucket  and  cess  pit  systems,  and 
therefore  not  connected  with  the  drain.  Some  of  the  houses  are 
only  just  above  high  water  mark  and  one  of  the  sewers  being  also 
in  this  position,  it  is  therefore  inefficiently  flushed.  The  sewage 
is  discharged  into  the  creek,  a  part  of  the  River  Yealm. 

ST.  BUDEAUX. 

Area  1731  Pop  2245  P  R  ,£8226  Sp  San  P  ,£ 5925 
Exp  ,£1878  M  ;£24  13s. 

Crownhill  and  Honicknowle.  The  WATER 
SUPPLY  is  very  good.  It  is  derived  from  the  Plymouth 
mains.  For  Honicknowle  the  District  Council  have 
guaranteed  a  certain  annual  payment  to  the  Plymouth 
Town  Council  for  that  purpose.  There  are  still  a  few 
isolated  cottages  which  take  water  from  private  wells. 

DRAINAGE.  Crownhill  and  Honicknowle,  in  which  nearly 
all  the  inhabitants  of  this  parish  live,  are  provided  with  a  large  and 
comprehensive  system  of  sewers,  by  which  the  sewage  is  taken  to 
the  borders  of  the  Borough  of  Devonport,  where  it  then  enters  the 
sewers  of  that  authority.  The  ultimate  treatment  and  disposal  of 
the  sewage  is  also  carried  out  by  that  authority.  During  the  year 
many  considerable  and  important  changes  have  been  made  in  the 
closet  accommodation  for  which,  see  the  report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  roads  of  this  parish  have 
now  been  brought  into  a  satisfactory  condition. 

SHAUGH  PRIOR. 

Area  8837.  Pop.  905  P.R.  ,£14778.  Sp.  San.  P. 

Shaugh.  The  WATER  SUPPLY.  This  is  good 
and  ample,  being  derived  from  springs  and  wells  or 
small  streams  direct  from  the  adjoining  moors. 
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DRAINAGE.  There  is  no  system  of  sewers,  nor  do  I  think 
one  is  desirable  The  houses  are  provided  with  earth  or  cess-pit 
closets,  and  slop  water  is  disposed  of  on  the  gardens. 

Lee  Moor.  The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  abundant  in 
quantity  and  good  in  quality.  It  is  derived  from  the 
adjoining  moor,  and  is  distributed  to  most  of  the  houses 
from  a  reservoir  and  a  good  service  of  pipes.  Such 
houses  as  are  not  connected  with  the  pipes  have 
independent  supplies. 

DRAINAGE.  There  is  no  public  system  of  sewers,  nor  is  one 
required.  The  majority  of  the  houses  are  provided  with  earth 
closets,  and  have  good  gardens  attached.  The  schools  and  a  small 
block  of  houses  surrounding  them  are  provided  with  water  closets 
the  sewage  from  which  is  irrigated  over  adjoining  land. 


TAMERTON  FOLIOT. 

Area  4789.  Pop.  1150.  P.R.  8573.  Sp.  San.  P.  ^6251. 

Exp.  /j80.  M.  ^30. 

Tamerton.  The  WATER  SUPPI.Y  is  good  and 
abundant,  being  derived  from  the  Plymouth  mains.  In 
addition,  there  are  two  public  wells,  which,  although  they 
are  situated  in  somewhat  doubtful  positions,  yet  yield 
water  in  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  detect  any  impurity. 
There  are  also  some  private  wells. 

DPAINAGE.  The  village  is  partially  sewered,  the  main 
discharging  into  the  Tamerton  Creek. 

Owing  to  the  slight  gradient  on  which  the  lower  sewers  were  laid, 
they  had  become  silted  up  with  sand  owing  to  influx  of  storm 
water.  During  the  year  much  of  this  sand  has  been  removed  and 
it  is  proposed  that  such  work  shall  be  continued.  The  storm 
water  has  been  cut  off  from  the  sewers. 
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Considerable  and  important  improvements  have  been  made  at 
the  schools  during  the  year. 


Franklin  Cottages.  The  WATER  SUPPLY  is 
good  and  abundant  from  the  Plymouth  mains. 

DRAINAGE,  The  slop  water  is  collected  in  a  cess-pit,  from 
which  the  effluent  is  passed  through  a  rough  filter  under  the 
road.  The  closets  are  on  the  earth  bucket  system,  and  the 
houses  all  have  good  gardens  attached. 


WEMBURY. 

Area  3131.  Pop.  500.  P.R.  ,£2913.  Sp.  San.  P.  .£2146. 

Exp.  ,£13.  M.  £8  18s  lOd. 

Knighton.  The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  derived  from 
three  different  sources,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
its  quality  or  quantity.  It  reaches  the  villagers  through 
public  taps,  which  are  placed  within  reasonable  distance 
of  the  houses  A  few  householders  have  independent 
supplies. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  is  sewered,  the  sewers  discharging 
into  a  cess-pit,  from  which  the  effluent  is  irrigated  over  the 
adjoining  land.  As  many  of  the  houses  have  large  gardens 
attached  to  them,  they  are  provided  with  earth  or  cess-pit  closets. 

Downthomas.  WATER  SUPPLY.  There  are  two 
public  pumps,  which  draw  water  from  two  separate  wells. 
During  the  year  the  water  in  the  western  well  became 
“  muddy  ”  from  accidental  pollution  with  storm  water. 
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WESTON  PEVERELL. 

Area  701.  Pop.  215.  PR./2119.  Sp.  San.  P.  ^1418. 

Exp  ^116.  M.  £5  18s.  Od. 

Weston  Mill.  THE  WATER  SUPPLY  is  derived 
from  a  public  well,  which  yields  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  good  water.  I  should,  however,  like  to  see  a  supply 
laid  on  to  the  houses  from  the  public  mains  near 
the  village.  As  there  are  several  water  closets  without  any 
arrangements  for  flushing,  the  difficulty  arises  from  the  fact 
that  the  hamlet  is  partly  within  the  Borough  of  Devonport, 
and  partly  within  the  Rural  District  of  Plympton  St.  Mary, 
and  also  because  the  Borough  of  Plymouth  has  the 
statutory  right  to  supply  water  to  the  whole  of  the  hamlet, 
whilst  the  Borough  of  Devonport  has  also  the  right  to 
supply  water  to  that  part  of  the  hamlet  which  is  within  the 
Rural  District  !  !  It  surely  need  not  be  difficult  to  compel 
one  or  other  of  these  Authorities  to  fulfil  their  duties. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  drains  into  the  Devonport  system. 

YEALMPTON. 

Area  3177  Pop  1020  P  R  £(4304  Sp  San  P  ^3121 
Exp.  ^130  M  £13 

The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  a  public  one.  The  water  is 
derived  from  springs  situated  at  a  high  level  and  in  grass  land. 
A  large  area  of  the  land  around  the  springs  is,  by  agreement, 
kept  free  from  manure.  The  water  is  of  good  quality,  and,  as 
far  as  present  experience  goes,  is  of  sufficient  quantity.  It  is 
distributed  through  the  village  from  a  series  of  stand  pipes. 

In  this  village  there  are,  unfortunately  (from  a  rate  point 
of  view),  two  supplies  of  water,  one  of  which  is  public,  and 
the  other  private.  The  result  is  that  the  revenue  from  the 
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former  is  not  so  great  as  it  might  be.  The  total  number  of 
connections  are  18  of  which  13  are  to  houses. 

The  village  is  sewered,  some  of  the  sewers  being  of  modern 
construction,  whilst  others  are  far  from  perfect.  The  sewage  is 
received  into  a  series  of  cess-pits,  from  which  it  is  irrigated  over 
the  adjoining  land.  During  the  year  the  additional  cess-pit  has 
been  constructed. 

Yealmbridge.  The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  bad.  It 
is  derived  from  wells  which  are  markedly  affected  by  the 
condition  of  the  adjoining  river.  An  effort  is  being  made 
to  abolish  this  supply  and  replace  it  by  a  safer  and  more 
efficient  one. 

DRAINAGE.  There  is  no  system  of  sewers.  The  houses 
are  supplied  with  earth  or  cess  pit  closet. 

Dunstone.  The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  very  good  both 
as  regards  quantity  and  quality.  It  is  a  public  one, 
and  is  derived  from  springs  situated  at  a  considerable 
level  above  and  distance  from  the  village.  It  is  distri¬ 
buted  from  stand  pipes. 

DRAINAGE.  There  is  a  system  of  sewers  from  which  the 
sewage  is  irrigated  over  the  land. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE 

YEAR,  1909. 

— o — 


Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  the 
following  report  of  the  Sanitary  work  done  during  the  year,  1909. 
There  has  been  a  considerable  amount  of  work  carried  out, 
especially  in  the  construction  of  improved  systems  of  house  drains 
in  the  place  of  badly  laid  and  non-ventilated  ones.  A  large 
number  of  water  closets  have  been  erected  or  re-modelled,  and  in 
all  cases  where  possible,  pedestal  pans  with  automatic  flushers  have 
been  put  in.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  owners  of 
property  are  becoming  more  ready  to  appreciate  the  utility  and 
economy  there  is  in  having  sanitary  work  dene  in  a  good  sound 
manner,  and  that  they  are  also  recognizing  the  great  advantages 
there  are  in  having  every  sanitary  apparatus  made  as  simple  and 
acces'sable  as  possible.  I  am  also  glad  to  report  that  legal  notices 
to  enforce  my  requirements  have  only  been  necessary  in  two  cases 
although  the  compliance  with  such  notices  caused  owners  or 
occupiers  to  incur  considerable  expense  in  the  provision  of 
intercepting  chambers,  ventilation  shafts,  flushing  apparatuses, 
and  modern  pedestal  pans.  It  is,  perhaps,  worth  mentioning  that 
in  Crownhill  and  Honicknowle  during  the  past  two  years  the 
drains  or  closets  of  T20  houses  have  been  disturbed,  and  with¬ 
out  in  any  case  causing  any  ill  effects. 

BICKLEIGH. 

Roborough  Village  The  sewers  and  outfalls  have 
been  kept  clean  by  the  owners  of  most  of  the  houses. 
The  sanitary  condition  of  this  village  is,  as  I  have  mentioned 
in  previous  reports — bad,  and  needs  a  system  of  drainage. 


*5 

On  September  30th  1  reported  that  a  constantly  recurring 
nuisance  existed  at  the  Lopes  Arms,  owing  to  drainage 
from  stables  and  court  yard  flowing  into  the  public  road. 
As  a  result  of  this,  an  interview  was  arranged  between  the 
agent  of  the  Maristow  Estate,  the  M.O.H.,  and  myself,  and 
a  plan  of  drainage  was  discussed.  1  hope  this  plan  will 
ultimately  be  carried  out. 

BRIXTON. 

Brixton  Village.  The  Public  Pumps  have  been 
repaired  and  kept  in  working  order. 

The  main  sewers  have  been  regularly  hand  flushed  and 
the  grit  chamber  cleaned  out. 

The  effluent  from  the  sewage  tank  has  been  satisfactory. 
The  two  public  cess-pits  and  the  outfalls  therefrom  have 
been  cleaned  out  and  their  contents  disposed  of  by  mixing 
with  lime  and  then  used  as  manure. 

As  mentioned  in  my  last  year’s  report  f  consider  the 
portion  of  the  village  east  of  the  post  office  is  badly  in  need 
of  a  better  system  of  sewers.  There  are  certain  defects  in  the 
drainage  of  Park  Cottages  and  Park  House  which  can  only 
be  properly  remedied  by  the  extension  of  the  sewer  as  far 
as  Park  House.  It  is  also  important  that  such  sewer 
should  be  properly  ventilated. 

During  the  year  a  nuisance  caused  by  keeping  pigs  too 
near  dwelling  houses  has  been  abolished. 

Spriddlestone.  The  sewers  have  been  cleaned  out 
and  flushed. 

The  well  has  been  cleaned  out  and  the  pumps  repaired. 
The  yield  of  water  has  proved  sufficient. 

Coombe,  Hornicombe,  and  Torr.  The  water  tanks 
have  been  cleaned  out  and  the  taps  kept  in  repair.  The 
supplies  of  water  in  these  hamlets  are  good. 
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COMPTON  GIFFORD. 

The  Drainage  of  1,  and  2,  Cross  Park,  Hartley,  has  been 
improved  by  having  the  waste  pipes  from  the  baths  and 
scullery  sinks  put  outside,  and  by  the  provison  of  stoneware 
gullies  in  the  place  of  the  obsolete  iron  ones.  The  drains 
have  also  been  repaired. 


CORNWOOD. 

The  sewers  have  been  regularly  flushed, 

'lhe  Public  Water  Supply  has  been  satisfactory,  and  the 
taps  kept  in  good  repair.  The  new  vicarage  has  had  the 
public  water  laid  on. 

Lutton.  The  public  cess-pits  have  been  cleaned  out, 
and  their  contents  properly  disposed  of  by  mixing  with 
lime,  and  distribution  over  the  adjoining  land. 


EGG  BUCKLAND. 

A  defective  and  disused  drain  from  the  shop  lately 
occupied  by  Mr.  Taylor,  has  been  cut  off  from  the  main 
sewer. 


ERMINGTON. 

Ermington  Village.  The  cess-pits  and  sewage  tank 
have  been  twice  cleaned  out  and  their  contents  mixed  with 
lime  and  disposed  of  as  manure. 

Cadleigh  Park.  The  cess-pit  has  been  twice  cleaned 
out  and  the  contents  properly  disposed  of. 

Westlake.  The  public  well  has  been  cleaned  out. 

A  system  of  Drainage  has  been  carried  out  as  described 
in  the  Report  by  the  M  O.H. 


87 


HOLBETON. 

The  main  sewers  have  been  regularly  cleaned  and 
flushed,  and  the  outfalls  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
Two  new  sewers  have  been  laid,  and  three  repaired,  one 
water  closet  erected,  and  one  privy  has  been  converted  into 
a  water  closet. 

NEWTON  FERRERS. 

The  cess-pit  at  “  Buket  Rumah  ”  has  been  cleaned  out 
to  prevent  overflowing. 

PLYMPTON  ST.  MARY. 

Ridgeway,  Colebrook  and  Underwood.  The 

cess-pits  for  these  villages  have  been  twice  cleaned  out  and 
the  contents,  after  being  mixed  with  lime,  were  spread  over 
the  adjoining  land.  The  sewer  outfalls  have  been 
regularly  inspected  and  kept  clean,  and  where  possible, 
flushed,  and  during  the  summer  months  with  disinfectant 
solution. 

Ridgeway.  New,  properly  laid,  and  ventilated  drains 
with  sanitary  conveniences  have  been  put  in  at  4  Moreland 
Terrace,  1  Saltram  Terrace,  and  3  and  4  George  Terrace. 

Drains  were  repaired,  and  a  pedestal  closet  fixed  at 
“Trevanion  ”  in  the  place  of  a  defective  hopper  closet. 

Underwood.  Drains  have  been  repaired,  properly 
intercepted  and  ventilated  at  “  Priory  House.” 

Colebrook  and  Station.  New,  properly  laid,  and 
ventilated  drains  have  been  put  in,  and  pedestal  closets 
provided  with  flushers,  have  been  constructed  at  1,  2  and  3 
Boringdon  Cottages,  1  and  2  Stephens  Cottages,  and 
1  Woodcote  Villas.  Portions  of  drains  have  been  relaid 
at  2  Woodcote  Villas,  and  2  Boringdon  Villas.  Drains 
have  been  repaired,  and  a  gully  tap,  and  bath  waste  pipe 
brought  outside  at  1  Morley  Villas. 
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Lee  Mill.  The  public  cess-pit  has  been  twice  cleaned 
out,  the  contents  mixed  with  lime  and  afterwards  spread 
over  the  land.  This  cess-pit  is  situated  so  near  dwelling- 
houses  that  it  is  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  suggested  to  the 
Council  the  advisability  of  extending  the  sewer  to  the 
adjoining  field,  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that 
arrangements  have  now  been  made  with  the  owner  of  the 
land  for  this  to  be  done.  The  sewers  and  outfall  have 
been  cleaned  and  flushed- 

The  drains  have  been  repaired  and  a  new  Interceptor 
put  in  at  the  schools.  The  owners  of  Kilburn  Cottages 
have  been  asked  to  provide  flushers  to  the  closets,  and  it  is 
being  considered. 

Venton.  The  sewers  have  been  reaularly  flushed 
and  the  pump  at  the  eastern  end  repaired. 

Mount  Pleasant.  The  well  has  been  cleaned  out, 
and  the  pump  repaired- 

Sparkwell.  The  sewers  have  been  flushed  and  the 
outfalls  kept  clean.  A  new  water  supply  has  been  provided 
at  Holland  Farm. 

Hemerdon.  The  sewers  have  been  cleaned  and 
flushed,  and  outfall  kept  clean. 


PLYMPTON  ST.  MAURICE. 

The  cess  pits  have  been  twice  cleaned  out,  the  contents  mixed 
with  lime  and  earth,  and  afterwards  spread  over  the  land-  The 
sewers  in  Ridgeway  and  Dark  Street  Lane  have  been  repaired. 
New,  properly  laid,  and  ventilated  drains  and  sanitary  conveniences 
have  been  put  in  at  Castle  Hayes,  and  1  and  2  Fair  View,  Mr. 
Cole’s,  Ridegway  ;  and  drains  repaired  at  Police  Station,  Post 
Office,  Ridgeway,  and  at  2  Fore  Street. 
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PLYMSTOCK.  The  cess-pit  has  been  cleared  out  and  the 
contents  properly  disposed  of,  and  the  sewer  kept  flushed.  A 
new  water  closet  has  been  put  in  at  Northern  House.  The  drains 
of  Northern,  Southern,  Elm  and  Creecombe  houses  have  been 
connected  with  the  new  sewer. 

Drains  have  been  repaired  at  Russell,  Northern  and  Creecombe 
houses.  The  old  slop  water  cess  pit  for  Cottages  Nos.  7  and  8 
has  been  abolished  and  a  new  drain  laid  to  the  new  sewer.  The 
privy  at  No.  23  Cottage  has  been  converted  into  a  pail  closet. 

Oreston,  The  sewers  have  been  regularly  Hushed  and 
the  pump  repaired. 

The  drains  at  Tubal  House  have  been  repaired  and 
ventilated-  New  sanitary  pails  have  been  provided  for 
Cottages  No.  24  Oreston,  2  Stadtfold,  2  Lutterells.l  Radford 
and  at  4  Quick  Cottages. 

Turnchapel.  New  properly  laid  drains  have  been  put 
in  and  pedestal  closets  provided  with  flushers  at  Kelly’s 
Cottages  and  at  Mr.  Hawkins. 

The  public  urinal  has  been  kept  in  good  order. 

Hooe.  The  public  closet  has  been  kept  clean.  New 
drains  have  been  put  in  at  the  Royal  Oak  and  drains 
repaired  at  Thorncott. 

Elburton.  The  sewer  in  the  village  has  been  cleaned 
and  repaired. 

Staddiscombe.  The  water  tank  and  wells  have  been 
cleaned  out  and  the  pumps  repaired. 


ST.  BUDEAUX 

Crownhill .  New  properly  laid  and  ventilated  drains 
have  been  constructed  for  1,  2,  4,  5,  and  0  Stoke  I  errace, 
and  for  Mr.  Willcock’s  butcher  shop- 
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Honicknowle.  New  properly  laid  and  ventilated 
drains  and  new  sanitary  conveniences  have  been  constructed 
for  the  whole  of  the  cottages,  Nos.  7  to  39  (inclusive), 
Butt  Park  Terrace  and  for  Nos.  1  to  5  Fort  Cottages. 


TAMERTON  FOLIOT. 

The  public  pumps  have  been  repaired. 

New,  properly  laid,  and  ventilated  drains  have  been  put 
in  at  “  Denmark  House,”  and  Bampflyde  House,”  and 
four  new  closets  erected,  provided  with  pedestal  pans  and 
flushers-  The  closet  at  102  Rose  Cottages  has  been 
repaired. 

Franklin  Cottages.  The  sewage  filter  has  been 
several  times  examined  and  found  to  be  working  satisfactory. 

New,  properly  laid,  and  ventilated  drains  have  been  put 
in  at  Mount  View,  and  a  cess-pit  constructed. 


WEMBURY. 


Knighton.  The  cess-pit  has  been  cleared  out,  and  the 
contents  mixed  with  earth  and  lime,  and  properly  disposed 
of. 


Downthomas.  The  wells  have  been  cleaned  out  and 
the  pumps  repaired. 


WESTON  PEVERELL. 

Weston  Mill.  The  public  pump  has  been  repaired. 
New,  properly  laid  and  ventilated  drains  have  been  put 
in  at  Boxhill,  and  a  slop  water  drain  at  the  Sergeants’ 
Quarters,  Crownhill  Police  Station,  has  been  connected  up 
to  the  main  sewer. 
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The  drainage  of  “Torr  House  ”  has  been  connected  up 
to  the  Compton  and  Egg  Buckland  sewers  by  arrangement 
with  the  parishes  concerned. 


YEALMPTON. 

The  slop  water  drain  at  49  and  50  Bastard  Cottages  has 
been  unchoked. 
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DAIRIES’,  COWSHEDS’,  AND  MILKSHOP3’  ORDERS. 

- o - 

Following  up  the  notices  sent  out  during  the  previous  year  by 
making  165  visits  of  inspection  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report 
that  some  further  improvements  under  the  following  headings 
have  been  carried  out. 

(a)  Larders  to  be  removed  from  dairies  ; 

(b)  Improvement  in  house  drainage  and  closet  accommoda¬ 

tion  ; 

(c)  Bricking  or  cementing  the  surface  of  courtyards  ; 

( d )  Improvement  and  protection  of  water  supplies  ; 

(e)  Improvements  in  the  flooring  of  cowsheds  ; 

(/)  ,,  drainage  of  cowsheds  ; 

(g)  ,,  lighting  and  ventilation  of  cowsheds; 

•  {) i )  ,,  paving  or  cementing  of  ground  out¬ 

side  cowsheds ; 

(i)  The  cleaning  or  lime-washing  of  cowsheds; 

(j)  The  hardening  of  the  surface  of  yards,  and  the  drainage 

of  same  ; 

(&)  The  more  frequent  removal  of  dung  ; 

And  that  cleaning  and  limewashing  have  been  frequently  and 
systematically  done,  and  also  better  attention  has  been  given  to 
the  removal  of  dung  from  the  yards  or  approaches  to  the 
cowsheds. 

Cow-keepers  are  now  more  ready  to  recognize  that  early 
removal  of  all  dung  to  the  land  is  a  greater  advantage  than 
storing  it  in  large  quantities  to  rot  down.  Therefore  the  approaches 
to  the  cowsheds  are  kept  in  a  cleaner  condition. 
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1  here  are  still  a  number  of  cases  where  improvements  are 
necessary,  and  shortly  it  is  my  intention  of  bringing  them  before 
the  notice  of  Sanitary  Committee- 

One  new  cowshed  has  been  built  during  the  year,  and  new 
water  closets  have  been  put  in  at  Deerpark  and  Witley  farms,  Egg 
Buckland,  and  at  Mr.  Mudge’s,  Cornwood,  all  provided  with 
flushers,and  at  Mr.  Mumford’s,  Plymstock,an  earth  closet  provided. 
The  floors  of  cowsheds  at  Lower  Goosewell,  Plymstock,  and  at 
Mr.  Cole’s,  Compton,  have  been  cemented. 

A  supply  of  water  has  been  laid  on  to  the  cowshed  at  South 
Grounds,  Egg  Buckland. 
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Houses  erected  and  Water  Certificates 
granted,  and  Schedule  of  Work  done. 


Parishes. 

Compton  Gifford  -  -  •  -2 

Newton  Ferrers  -  -  -  ] 

Plymstock  -  -  -  -  1 

Plympton  St.  Mary  -  •  4 

Yealmpton  -  -  -  4 

12 


Cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with 
New  closets  erected,  or  entirely  new  conveniences 
Closets  repaired  -  -  - 

Privies  converted  into  water  closets 
i)  )>  ;>  earth  ,, 

Earth  closets  converted  into  water  closets 
,,  ,,  erected 

Sanitary  pails  provided 
New  drains  laid  and  connected  to  sewers 


!)  ))  )>  )) 


„  cess-pit 


Drains  repaired  - 
„  tested  with  smoke 
General  nuisances  abated 

Houses  or  rooms  fumigated,  including  those  after 
cases  of  consumption. 


3 

72 

8 

'  1 
1 
1 
1 

11 

76 

2 

21 

97 

10 
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I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WM-  E.  HORTON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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List  of  PJaces  where  Disinfectants  are  kept 

And  may  be  obtained  Free  of  Cost. 


Bickleigh  ...  Roborough  ...  Mr.  Rouse 

Brixton  ...  Post  Office  ...  Mr  Goad 


Cornwood 


...  Cornwood  Village  Mr.  Shepherd 


Lutton 

Egg  Buckland 

Weston  Peverell  ...  Weston  Mill 
Plympton  St.  Mary 


St.  Budeaux 


Shaugh 

Tamerton 

Ermington 

Holbeton 
Newton  Ferrers 
Wembury 
Yealmpton 


Underwood 

Ridgeway 

Colebrook 

Sparkwell 

Lee  Mill 

Venton 

Honicknowle 

)> 

JJ 

Crownhill 

>> 


Cadleigh  Park 


Plymstock 

Oreston 

Elburton 

Hooe 

Turnchapel 

Staddiscombe 


...  The  Policeman 
...  Mr.  S.  Jago 
...  Mr.  Petherick 

...  Mr.  Horton 

( Sanitary  Inspector ) 
...  Mr.  Tribble 
...  Mr.  A.  Watts 
...  Mr-  H.  Gullett 
...  The  Post  Office 
...  Mr.  R.  Harper 
...  Mrs.  Collins 

...  Mr.  Fairweather 
...  Mr.  Shears 
...  Mr.  Jasper 
...  Dr.  Olver 
Mr.  Stephens 

(Coachbuilder) 
...  The  Post  Office 

...  The  Post  Office 

...  Mr.  T.  Worth 
...  Mr-  Pawley 

...  Mrs.  Cause 
...  Mr.  E-  Horton 
...  Mr.  Drake 
...  Mr.  Robins 
Dr.  Langworthy 

...  Dr.  Scott 
...  Mr.  T.  Cooms 
...  Mr.  Coleman 
...  Mr.  Brewer 
...  Mr.  Bennett 
...  Mr.  J.  Dodridge 


